
Bagpiper mission statement
As Floyd Central’s offi cial news 

source, we pledge to serve our read-
ers with a balance of objective infor-
mation and informed opinions. We 
ensure that we will report all stories 
regardless of controversial quality 
and will provide an open forum for all 
readers.
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160,000 children are diagnosed 
with cancer each year. 90,000 of 
those children will die. Imagine about 
nine schools, the size of FC, disap-
pearing; for a month, for a year, or 
for those 90,000, for forever. There 
are people all around you who have 
lived through this or been affected 
by it. Some of these kids get through 
their hardship with a smile and a 
laugh, while others need a friend for 
support and strength. 

There are so many ways people in 
our community can get involved and 
help these children live the lives they 
have been given no matter how long 
they last.

St. Baldrick’s Day is held every year 
in or around March. People come out 
and participate by having their heads 
shaved to support their loved ones, 
or volunteering to work the booths. 
The upcoming one in this area is at 
4th Street Live, March 13. This year 

there are 95 shavees and $8, 357 has 
already been raised. This event does 
not require donation, just support.

Kosair Children’s Hospital in Lou-
isville offers a volunteer program for 
adults and teens. Their adult pro-
gram runs throughout the year and 
the application can be fi lled out on-
line at their website; however, their 
teen volunteer program runs July 
through August. A parent signature 
is required for teens to get involved 
and applications begin being accept-
ed in March. The program involves 
just being with the kids. They need 
a friend during this time, whether it 
is someone to talk to, to play games 
with, read books with, or sit with 
them while their parents go get a 
snack.

 One organization requiring a do-
nation is Cure Search. It is the pre-
mier foundation for children’s can-
cer research. They have raised the 
survival rate from 10 percent to over 
77 percent since they began. “There 
is no donation too small, and no do-
nation too big,” as they say, so even 
a dime could help aid their research 
for a cure.

Other ways to help children can be 

all about you. Find your talents and 
what you are good at and use those 
abilities in how you help others. If 
you are an awesome actress, then put 
on a puppet show or improvisation. 
If you can write, write a story and 
read it with them. If you love fashion, 
put on a fashion show; music, sing or 
play for them; art, paint a picture of 
you and the child or something they 
love to do. This involves your unique-
ness and will defi nitely form a bond 
with the child.

Tomorrow from 4-8 p.m. is also 
a dance marathon to benefi t Riley 
Children’s Hospital that encourages 
people to “stand for those who can-
not.” Organizers and participants 
should be commended for showing 
they care. This dance is the perfect 
opportunity for students who want 
to get involved in the search to cure 
cancer and other illnesses and to 
make children’s lives better.

160,000 children battle cancer 
disease each year. We, as a commu-
nity and a student body, can sit on 
the sidelines, or stand up and fi ght 
alongside them. Seeing the smile on 
their faces or hearing their laughs 
will defi nitely be worth the fi ght.

Cancer research deserves charity
Small actions 
bring smiles to 
children’s faces
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Staff Staff editorial

“Don’t feel guilty if you don’t know 
what you want to do with your life. 
The most interesting people I know 
didn’t know at 22 what they wanted to 
do with their lives, some of the most 
interesting 40-year-olds I know still 
don’t,” said singer Baz Luhrmann in 
“Everyone’s Free (to wear sunscreen).”

Sitting in the auditorium horrifi ed, 
little eyes peer around the room with 
whispers of “What are you going to 
do?” By eighth grade, students are ex-
pected to know what they want to do 
for the rest of their lives. I do not like 
to make decisions, so I interrogated 
other confused people and did what 
they were doing. The painful session 

ended with everyone reading through 
the career book and picking a cluster 
to base their classes to prepare them 
for the “real world.”

Once in high school the decision 
we made in eighth grade disappears 
with the sensation of middle school. I 
chose classes based on what I needed 
to graduate and what I wanted to take 
when I signed up. However, if a stu-
dent stays with her cluster choice she 
will get a pretty award for graduation.

When I started high school four 
years ago I wanted to be an ice skater. 
By sophomore year I wanted to join 
the circus, and by junior year I want-
ed to study journalism. Then I did 
projects in career info and economics 
and talked to students studying jour-
nalism and decided to join the circus 
again. Either way, I changed my mind 
many times and am still changing it.

Students are pressured to pick what 

they want to do for the rest of their 
lives before they have even been in 
the “real world.” I graduate from high 
school in about four months and I still 
have no idea where I am going or what 
I want to be when I “grow up.” That is 
okay. I do not need to know what I will 
be doing in 10 years because I have the 

rest of my life to fi gure it out. By ex-
ploring possibilities and not limiting 
myself to one set of options I am more 
likely to fi nd what I love to do. Using 
creativity to try new things makes for 
some really interesting people. Who 
knows, I could make a great lion tamer 
or acrobat. 

High school students pressured into future decisions

Pageants 
provoke 
puberty

No one is safe from them, they can 
appear at any moment, and they have 
been known to make full grown men 
shed a tear. Yes, you know what I am 
talking about: the ASPCA commer-
cials.

It has happened to all of us, we 
have been sitting there watching our 
favorite T.V. show and next thing 
we know we are face to face with a 
blind kitten who has lived in a cage 
her whole life. Just to top it off, in 
the background Sara McLachlan 
sings “In the Arms of an Angel,” 
while fi ghting back tears of her own. 
The combination is similar to being 
sprayed with tear gas for two to three 
minutes straight.

These commercials were bad when 
they fi rst started out a few years ago, 

but it is beginning to look like the 
ASPCA is just trying to create the 
most upsetting and depressing com-
mercials as possible, and it is not 
benefi ting their cause.

I am not an expert on this subject, 
but if a commercial makes people 
change the channel or run out of the 
room it may be time for a change.

I am all for helping abused pets 
and agree that animal abuse is a 
problem in our country, but I do not 
think these commercials are really 
helping the cause. 

Instead of making me want to do-
nate to the ASPCA, they kind of make 
me resent them.  

The ASPCA uses the “puppy-dog-
eyes” technique, except with actual 
puppy dog eyes, and is still coming 
up with the same result that I get 
when using it on my parents: noth-
ing. Why? Because no one really 
wants to feel like they are guilted into 
something.

Instead of showing the depressing 
footage of animals in cages, why not 

show some happy shots of what peo-
ple’s money is used for? Or even mix 
it up by showing an animal before 
and after they were rescued? At least 
cut out the sappy music in the back-
ground.

Grace Runkel

“Curly-q views”

A fashion conscious brown haired 
beauty stomps and screams at her dad 
to leave her room. The catch? She is 
three years old.

TLC’s “Toddlers and Tiaras” show-
cases extremely young girls who com-
pete in pageants. They go from a re-
laxed-looking girl who can play in the 
sand to donning more glitz, glamour, 
and bling than MC Hammer. Flippers, 
dental wear designed to hide missing 
teeth, are worn so the girls smile dur-
ing the entire performance. Basically, 
fi ve-year-old girls wear false teeth and 
enough make-up to cover up wrinkles 
on an 80-year-old grandma.

They dance provocatively and 
spend as much a year on pageants 
as couples do on weddings. The glit-
ter and sparkles on the dresses out-
shine their natural smiles. They are 
judged on how well they can scantily 
move about on a stage. Little girls in 
pageants have been transformed into 
miniature Hooters girls. Cute, right? 
According to the parents, yes.

I am not against pageants. Sur-
prisingly enough, I once participated 
in a beauty pageant. However, with 
one mom’s statement of “Beauty is 
the most important event…When it 
comes down to it I’m glad she won 
most beautiful because we are here 
for a beauty pageant,” I can’t help but 
question what society is teaching the 
younger generation by glamorizing 
these atrocious statements.

The girls do look beautiful, but the 
thing is, fi ve-year-old children should 
not look beautiful. If they are decking 
out in skimpy cocktail dresses, what 
will they wear to prom? Every genera-
tion seems to progress on the harlot 
axis but digress on the age axis. 

Twelve-year-old girls are having 
sex, some even children. Show ev-
erything dresses, gunked-on blue eye 
shadow, and orange “tanned” skin 
defi nitely encourages this behavior.

Girls are especially impressionable 
about appearances. They are taught 
at a young age that girls are not pretty 
unless make-up is caked on and they 
wearing tight, barely-covering outfi ts 
and all they need to do is bat their 
long, heavily-mascaraed lashes while 
smiling so huge it has to be fake. As a 
result they will end up like a 29-year-
old woman recently featured on TLC’s 
“What Not To Wear,” kitschy clothing, 
poufy hair-sprayed half-up, half-down 
dos, and so much make-up she ap-
peared to be hiding that she was 40.

Pageants are an excellent chance for 
young girls to experience competition, 
dabble in fashion, and feel pretty. 

However, once spray tans, acrylic 
nails, and 10 bottles of hair spray are 
incorporated it is no longer a pageant 
but an overdone cosmetology school 
for eight-year-olds and below.

Commercials found overly depressing

Carmen Huff 

“Quote me on 
that”
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MIRIAM ES-
WINE AND FEL-
LOW CANCER 
PATIENT chat 
and have fun in 
Eswine’s room. 
The girls were 
on the children’s 
cancer fl oor, 7 
west, in Kosair 
Children’s Hos-
pital. (2004)

Want to share 
your opin-
ion on how 
to help this 
cause? 
Go online to 
cast your vote 
in a poll.

Chelsey Carr

“That’s what she 
said”


