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Military jackets, bell-bottoms, and headbands are all nostalgic re-
minders of the late Jimi Hendrix. As an advocate for ‘feeling 
good’, Hendrix’s style clearly corroborates his personal philosophies 
effectively. By using excess amounts of color, he always gave off posi-
tive vibes that complimented his music well. Today it is easy to fi nd 
hints of Hendrix in everyday outfi ts. The military trend was huge on 
Burberry, Fendi, and Junya Watanabe Fall/Winter runway shows. 
Proenza Schouler, Givenchy, and Anna Sui also sported kaleidoscope 
looks that can easily be derived from Hendrix’s fl amboyant taste. 

Even at the age of 64, Cher shows no fear when it comes to choos-
ing garments that are sure to shock and frighten youth. In the 70s, 
Cher commercialized straight hair and bell-bottom jeans that took off 
with teenagers and even adults. Her attire is more easily categorized 
as “costume” than anything else. When you are dressing for entertain-
ing purposes it is one thing, but after age 30 it becomes depressing 
and desperate. Cher’s style can be interpreted, but should not be cop-
ied in its entirety. Britney Spears and Gene Simmons have noted Cher 
as being one of their biggest fashion infl uences. That should say it all.

If you are going to choose a name as bold as ‘Madonna,’ mean-
ing ‘mother of Jesus,’ you have to have the image to back it up. Ma-
donna not only used her image as an asset to her career, she branded 
it to be the style that we think of when we think of that entire decade. 
Big hair-bows, corsets, lace, and layers were trends because of her. 
Not only are all of these trends still fashionable, they are recyclable. 
Today Madonna is still a renowned fashion icon, and with her daugh-
ter, Lourdes, emerging with her own line for teens at Macy’s, it is obvi-
ous that this passion for fashion runs deep.

Touring with her band, No Doubt, Gwen Stefani embraced 
her eclectic eye and skillfully made all of her own stage clothes. When 
her stylist Andrea Lieberman kindled a relationship between Stefani 
and haute couture, she immediately took to the high fashion world. 
She quickly conjured up her own line, launching it with the given 
name L.A.M.B. in 2004. Stefani has a way of standing out without los-
ing a true sense of self, which can be appreciated when everything to-
day is being commercialized and mass-marketed. Her fashion line re-
fl ects inspiration from Japanese, Jamaican, and Guatemalan culture. 

As an up and comer she was ridiculed and dismissed as being a 
copy-cat of Beyonce. To brand herself as an individual she changed 
up her aesthetic in more ways then one. Now, Rihanna is one of 
the most iconic faces this decade has seen. Louis Vuitton premiered 
the color-blocking trend during fashion week, and short after Rihanna 
was photographed sporting the trend. At the Met Costume Institute 
Gala, Rihanna wore a boldly tailored tuxedo spinning her own inter-
pretation on the menswear trend. Rihanna is a muse not only for de-
signers, but for fashion savvy diva’s everywhere.
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Iconic guitar riffs, frilled shirts, and acid-tinged lyrics are staples to 
the persona of Jimi Hendrix.  He set the bar in the late 60s for 
future musicians to mimic the genius of what he accomplished in such 
a short amount of time. “Voodoo Child” kicks off with a haunting gui-
tar riff that only escalates to a bigger and better sound.  Although his 
life ended in 1970, his resume of achievements spanned from playing 
Woodstock to introducing the technique of guitar amplifi er feedback.  
If having Rolling Stone magazine name him as the best guitarist of all 
time is not proof enough, skeptics may need their heads examined.

Referred to as the Goddess of Pop by some; Cher was the orig-
inal Lady Gaga. Her shocking ensembles were sidekicks to her distinct 
voice. Her career has spanned fi ve decades and she is still reigning su-
preme at 64 with her latest project in the fi lm Burlesque. She started 
with a timid image with her husband in the duo Sonny and Cher, but 
later formed her own career and gave us hits like “If I Could Turn 
Back Time.” The addictive tune “Believe” hit the airwaves in 1998 and 
is still ringing in our ears. While I have no desire to download the dis-
cography of Cher, she is the epitome of longevity.

The name alone warrants no explanation. Madonna is the 
true pioneer for female pop artists. She exploded in the 80s with her 
lace gloves, protruding sexuality, and edgy bubble gum pop. “Like a 
Virgin,” and “Vogue” display the evolution of her sound while keeping 
the same amount of sex appeal fans came to expect. Ticket sales and 
shock value aside, Madonna’s music is nothing to put on a pedestal. 
However, she paved the way for future females and broke the mold of 
what is deemed acceptable in mainstream music. To put her success 
simply, Glee dedicated a whole episode to her--enough said. 

Taking center stage as the front woman in No Doubt, Gwen 
Stefani was the perfect mix of rock chick and down-to-earth girl 
fans could relate to. While the band was not successful with their debut 
album in 1992, they picked up Grammy nods with the album Tragic 
Kingdom in 1995. With a combination of break-up lyrics, insecurity, 
and comical bits, the discography of No Doubt is one to be recognized.  
Stefani later branched out to a solo career and gained respect with hits 
like “Hollaback Girl” and “Cool.” Stefani’s spunk and ability to hold 
her own in a group of men makes her the ultimate badass.

Emerging onto the pop scene with her hit “Pon de Replay” in 2005, 
Barbados native Rihanna has quickly morphed herself into a 
new genre of pop diva. While her image and lyrical content is nothing 
novel, her voice and catchy tunes is what gains her recognition. From 
feeling like a monster in “Disturbia,” to challenging a “Rude Boy,” Ri-
hanna is a never ending evolution. She mixes a tasteful amount of 
edge and innocence while never settling into a repetitive pattern. Al-
though her recent personal life has overshadowed her music career, 
Rihanna only used the events to fuel her creativity process. 
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