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Science teacher Bob Roll-
ings spends his snow days 
grading stacks of papers, 
working on earthquake pres-
entations for the Seismic 
Club, and recently started 
writing the course standards 
for advanced physics.

However, while Rollings 
accomplishes much work he 
worries about the education 
students are missing when 
snow days oc-
cur. When an 
entire day is 
missed his plans 
for that day  
shift forward. 
He said early 
dismissal is dif-
fi cult because 
some teachers 
have several 
classes and one 
class can easily 
fall behind the 
others on these days.

“The effect on instruction is 
pronounced. You can’t make 
up for lost time. Classes get 
behind and there is less in-
struction. Students lose part 
of their education,” said Roll-
ings.

Another diffi cult aspect of 
snow days is due to New Alba-
ny High School and FC being 
part of the same corporation. 
When one school cannot have 
school, the other one is can-
celled as well. Assistant to the 
superintendent Bill Briscoe 
said the school corporation 
is familiar with the large area 

containing numerous roads.
“We make decisions based 

on the worst part of the coun-
ty. We call a two-hour delay 
not only to wait for roads to 
improve, but we can see the 
kids better because of the 
light and the public can see 
the kids better,” said Briscoe.

Briscoe begins his morn-
ing at 4 a.m. and checks the 
weather, if he has not made 
the decision the night before. 
He will contact Acuweather or 
call local weathermen while a 

team drives the 
county’s roads 
to establish 
conditions.

Director of 
transportation 
Dan Libs takes 
part in the de-
cision making 
process of call-
ing snow days. 
“I get together 
with Briscoe 
and we decide. 

We confer with the super-
intendent. We try to decide 
by 5:30, which is usually our 
deadline. We want to make 
sure our decision is safe for 
kids,” said Libs. 

The administration tries 
to make the decision as soon 
as possible, but waits until 
5:30 a.m. or later, so as not to 
awake sleeping parents. If the 
decision is made early Briscoe 
stays awake to make the call. 
The decision must be reached 
by 6 a.m. so buses can begin 
routes.

Determining snow days 
and two-hour delays does 

not only apply to 
school days. Bris-
coe also has to get 
up early on week-
ends if snow is 
predicted for days 
when extracur-
ricular events are 
scheduled.

Briscoe said 
cancelling athletic 
events is diffi cult 
because he has to 
look at the weather 
conditions locally 
and where the 
team is traveling, 
and where  the away team is 
traveling from.

“It is a tremendous respon-
sibility, anyone who doesn’t 
second guess themselves 
about it shouldn’t have the 
job,” said Briscoe.

According to Briscoe, the 
graduation date is still set for 
June 5.

“If any days need to be 
waived it will be up to the 
state legislation to vote on it. 
It is totally out of 
local hands,” said 
Briscoe.

Administrators’ 
fi rst priority is al-
ways the safety of 
students. 

“We’re just try-
ing to make sure 
we do the best job 
we can and get 
students safely to 
and from school,” 
said Libs. 

Faculty reveals thought processes surrounding snow 
day, two-hour delay, extracurricular cancellations 

BY CHELSEY CARR 
Features Co-editor

GR
AP

H
IC

 B
Y 

KA
DY

 O
’F

AR
RE

LL

Additional Reporting 
by Anna Boone and 

Grace Runkel

BEHIND THE SCENES:
SNOW DOUBT
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       We’re just 
trying to make 
sure we do the 
best job we can 
and get students 
safely to and from 
school.
DAN LIBS
Director of Transportation
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