
Although the 
Riley Hospital 
has been opened 
for a long time, 
the dance mara-
thons have not 
been around 
since the begin-
ning.

Twenty years 
ago, IU sopho-
more Jill Waibel 
started the fi rst 
Indiana Univer-
sity dance mara-
thon in honor of 
her friend, Ryan 
White, who was a 
Riley patient and 
AIDS advocate. 

Later, in 1990 he 
died; however, 
in as little as 19 
years, IUDM (In-
diana University 
Dance Marathon) 
raised more than 
$8.5 million. 

Since then, 
more than 27 
Indiana high 
schools, colleges, 
and universities 
have raised more 
than $1.89 mil-
lion towards re-
search and clini-
cal programs at 
Riley’s to help the 
children.

challenges at After Prom, 
inviting speakers to speak 
at the school about a va-
riety of teen topics, and a 
campaign to bring aware-
ness of the importance of 
making good decisions.

“The goal of the SADD 
Club is to help students 
make wise decisions.  De-
cisions that students make 

today will follow them the 
rest of their lives and some 
of them can cause major 
life changes,” said Barnes.

Members feel they have 
already learned a lot from 
the activities they have par-
ticipated in. They continue 
to learn as they immerse 
themselves in the program.

“I’ve met a lot of good 
people. I feel like with the 
activities we’re going to do, 
we can really raise aware-
ness among the communi-

ty about destructive behav-
ior and the consequences,” 
said junior Megan Nash.

These lessons will stay 
with them and help them 
in the future with their 
own decisions they make in 
their lives.

“I have learned so much 
from being involved,” said 
Freiberger. 

SADD Club meets almost 
every Thursday in B131 or 
B127. Meetings are open to 
anyone interested in join-

ing.
“What we’re doing will 

hopefully encourage the 
community to think about 
their choices before they 
make them and show the 
consequences of bad deci-
sions,” said Freiberger.

Barnes said  if a student 
is interested, they may 
come sit in on a meeting 
or speak with her and see 
if they want to get involved 
with any of the activities 
the club offers.

Mark Morrissey, DDS
Family Dentistry

4781 Paoli Pike, Floyds Knobs
912-8878

3The 
Top

1The Riley Dance Marathon 
will be held tomorrow 
from 4-8 p.m. at FC. Keep 
up with the Bagpiper 
for updates from the 
marathon.

2POPappella will take place 
on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 7 
p.m. Featuring hits from 
U2, Coldplay, Dolly Parton 
and more. Tickets are $3 - 
adults and $2 - students.

3Tonight, boys’ basketball 
play Jasper at FC. Junior 
varsity plays at 6 p.m., and 
varsity plays at 7:30 p.m.

     Reminders for readers

JUNIOR 
KELLYE 
RIGGLE 
instructs 
LANESVILLE 
SENIOR MI-
CHAEL COMBS, 
JUNIOR SALLY 
JOHNSTON, 
AND FRESH-
MAN SCOTT 
SCHUCHARDT 
during an after- 
school practice 
in the auxiliary 
gym.
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NJROTC has been 
practicing and work-
ing hard for up-
coming drill team 
competitions. The 
drill team and color 
guard have both won 
trophies this year in 
recent competitions.

“I am very proud 
of the cadets and all 
of their hard work,” 
said Lt. Col. Ben 
Gipe.

The cadets prac-
tice weekdays after 
school, but they also 
put in a lot of outside 
work as well.

“The armed drill 
platoon has to mem-

orize 70 drill move-
ments and the un-
armed drill platoon 
56,” said Gipe.

Junior Jennifer 
Schubert, who is a 
platoon commander, 
said repetition is key.

Platoon leaders 
are chosen to be 
leaders through the 
leadership selection 
process. This pro-
cess looks at a cadet’s 
grades, physical fi t-
ness and leadership.

“With the leader-
ship selection pro-
cess we have gotten 
better quality lead-
ers,” said Gipe.

According to 
Schubert, leading 

her peers is challeng-
ing responsibility.

“Being a third year 
it has become sec-
ond nature to lead 
my peers. It is a big 
responsibility to be a 
platoon commander, 
because you are re-
sponsible for every-
thing that happens to 
your platoon,” said 
Schubert.

The ROTC pro-
gram is required to 
have at least 100 ca-
dets. In past years 
the program had 
fewer participants 
and was placed on 
probation due to low 
numbers. However, 
this year NJROTC 

is off probation and 
currently has 111 ca-
dets involved. 

Gipe said on 
March 5 they will 
travel to Columbus, 
Ohio for the Area 
three drill competi-

tion.
“When you com-

pare it to sports, this 
would be considered 
our state competi-
tion. It’s an all day 
thing and we’re tak-
ing 18 kids.” 

They [ROTC] will 
be competing against 
approximately 20 
schools, each with 
anywhere from 300 
to 400 cadets.

“I think this year our 
accomplishments in 
ROTC have sky rock-
eted. I am very proud 
of the drill team, and 
plan on setting our 
goals higher and high-
er so we become the 
best,” said Schubert.
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NJROTC NJROTC 
  takes command  takes command

BY CIERA GELTMAKER
News Co-editor

Go online to 
see pictures 
of tomorrow 
night’s 
military ball 
and more 
NJROTC 
events.

The Grand Theatre 
in New Albany

What:

Tomorrow night 
7 p.m.- 11 p.m.

When:

Annual military 
ball: semi-formal 
event, for NJROTC 
cadets

Where:

The history of Riley 
dance marathons
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CORRECTION: In the Feb. 4 
issue, English and Latin teacher 
Lesley Watson’s name was 
misspelled. We apologize for 
this mistake and understand it 
aff ects our credibility.


