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Fantasia forecasts holiday fun
Winter Fantasia has 

been a tradition for the 
music department for 
eight years. This holi-
day-inspired concert is 
particularly special be-
cause groups from the 
orchestra, handbells, 
choir, and band depart-
ments are featured in 
next week’s two shows. 

The exhibtions will be 
on Dec. 7 & 9 at 7  p.m. 
Tickets are $6 for adults 
and $4 for students. 

At the end of the con-
cert, mass pieces are 
performed where all of 
the groups collaborate. 
While Winter Fantasia 
is a wonderful opportu-
nity to see a variety of 
performing groups and 
get in the holiday spirit, 
it can be very stressful 
for those involved.  

The entire orchestra 
department perform a 
total of eight songs at 
Winter Fantasia. Three 
of these songs are strict-
ly strings, two are full 
pieces, and three are  
mass pieces. This ar-
ray of music types can 
be problematic for per-
formers in the orchestra. 

“It is really diffi cult to 
switch gears so quickly 
from playing string 
songs to playing full or-
chestra songs to playing 
mass pieces,” said prin-
cipal cellist junior Anna 

Patterson. 
Problems also arise 

for orchestra conductor 
Doug Elmore. 

“The mass piece that I 
conduct ‘The Hallelujah 
Chorus’ is very diffi cult 
to keep together. It is a 
very contrapuntal piece. 
There are points in the 
song where four or fi ve 
melodies are happening 
at once.”

The hand bells de-
partment performs two 
songs at the beginning 
of the concert, and then 
returns to the stage for 
the fi nal mass piece, 
“White Christmas.” 

“People in hand bells 
love Fantasia because 
we play at the very be-
ginning and the very end 
so we get to have a little 
party in between,” said 
senior Kelly Freiberger.

While performers in 
hand bells enjoy par-
ticipating in Winter 
Fantasia, they also face 
many challenges at the 
concert. Freiberger said 
it is hard to evacuate the 
stage quickly at the end 
of their solo pieces be-
cause they must break 
down the tables that 
the bells are placed on 
quickly. She also said 
that during “White 
Christmas” there is no 
room on the stage for 
these tables, so some 
ringers must hold more 
than one bell in each 
hand, making playing 

very diffi cult. 
The choir department 

will be performing songs 
including the three mass 
pieces. Problems arise 
for some members of 
the Chamber Singers 
who are also a part of 
Madrigal with respect to 
rehearsals. 

“Some of the chamber 
singers will have con-
fl icts being in Madrigal 
as well, but there is a 
song that overlaps for 
the two,” said choir di-
rector Angela Hampton. 

Another challenge 
that the choir depart-
ment will face concerns 
the mass pieces. 

“The hardest part of 
the mass piece with the 
band and the orchestra 
will simply be matching 
their volume. It should 
be interesting,” said se-
nior Hunter Hartman.

The band department 
will be performing six 
songs at Winter Fanta-
sia including three mass 
pieces. Band students 
worry about these piec-
es, since there is only 
one rehearsal for them. 

“Even though it [the 
mass pieces] always 
turns out well, you al-
ways worry that this 
year it won’t,” said ju-
nior fl utist Jacob Bales. 

Winter Fantasia is 
also an event to look for-
ward to for many band 
students after a long 
marching band season. 

“Some students have 
to transition quickly 
back to their original 
instrument from their 
marching instrument, 
but they’re normally re-
ally ready to do so,” said 
band director Harold 
Yankey. 

Many students who 
are members of more 
than one musical group 
will have even more ob-
stacles to overcome for 
this concert. Sophomore 

Ian Elmore is a member 
of both the symphony 
orchestra and the A cap-
pella choir. 

“The hardest part of 
performing with both 
the orchestra and choir 
will be the transitions 
between each song, 
changing into my robe 
and transporting my 
bass on and off stage 
quickly,” said Ian. 

Though this concert 
will be stressful, all those 
involved agree that it is a 
wonderful thing for FC. 

“I love the fact that 
it’s the only concert we 
can see all of the groups 

together, even though it 
is overwhelming,” said 
Hampton.

Yankey’s favorite part 
of Winter Fantasia is the 
collaboration of groups. 

“My favorite part of 
Winter Fantasia is the 
end when you see 20 
percent of the school on 
stage all performing to-
gether and sharing their 
talent,” said Yankey. 

Elmore agreed that it 
is a great opportunity to 
listen to music and get 
in the holiday spirit. 

“Winter Fantasia is 
a wonderful thing for 
the community because 

people are able to see 
some of the fi nest per-
forming arts groups in 
the region and listen 
to holiday classics like 
‘Sleigh Ride’ all at once,” 
said Elmore. 

Tickets often sell out 
in advance, so the soon-
er the tickets are or-
dered the better. Orders 
can be placed with any 
music students or di-
rectors. This year some 
of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Miles for 
Merry Miracles founda-
tion, which helps donate 
presents to children in 
need at Christmastime. 
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JUNIOR ERICA MOHLER  practices one of the songs for the upcoming Winter Fantasia perfor-
mance during her fi fth-period A Cappella class. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Madrigal: The annual Renaissance-themed 
dinner and show has returned yet again. 
Dinner, skits, and a concert are performed by 
the Chamber Singers. The event will take place 
tonight and tomorrow evening at 7:30.
The Apple Tree:  The musical theater’s three part 
production features a humorous telling of the 
traditional story of Adam and Eve, a lover’s 
tough decision, and a hippy version of the 
classic Cinderella tale. The play will debut Jan. 
13,14,15,16 at 7 p.m. and Jan. 15 & 16 at 2 p.m.


