
Swimmers’ arms cut 
through the water, cre-
ating the same ripples in 
the pool as their cheer-
ing teammates create in 
the air with spirited yells 
of encouragement. The 
frantic “go’s” intensify 
as the heat comes close 
to its fi nish.

The boys’ swim team 
competed against Bed-
ford North Lawrence 
(BNL) on Saturday, 
Nov. 27 in its fi rst meet. 
BNL is not in the same 
sectional as FC, but of-
fers good competition.

“Bedford was confer-
ence champs last year, 
but they graduated sev-
eral athletes. We have a 
lot of returning seniors 
and are coming off an 
undefeated dual meet 
season,” said coach Joe 
Perkins.

The team draws con-
fi dence from seniors 
Drew Cato and Brock 
Slavens, who were All-
State and All-American 
last year. Other seniors 
also inspire, leading the 
team during the season.

“We have deep sen-
iors this year. They 
worked together and 
came through the sec-
tional meet they won by 
one point last year. They 
know what it takes to 
fi nish stuff off and can 
guide the team in the 
right direction,” said 
Perkins.

This early in the sea-
son it is hard to deter-
mine how the team will 
perform overall. How-
ever, the swimmers 
have high expectations 
for their team.

“Right now we are 
working on upping our 
yardage. We started 
practicing at 4,000 
yards, then 5,000, and 
are up to 6,000 now. 

The team wants to go 
to state and have an un-
defeated dual meet sea-
son,” said sophomore 
Kyle Pinnick.

Sophomore Dylan Ni-
chols is a diver, excited 
for his fi rst season. He 
practices hard because 
he does not want to have 
an unsuccessful fi rst 
season.

“I want to make it to 
state, but have to work 
on my triple front fl ips. 
I started swimming be-
cause a lot of people 
said I would be good 
and I have always en-
joyed swimming,” said 
Nichols.
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Girls’ swimming this 
season will be off to a 
challenging start be-
cause half of the team 
are freshmen. Coach Joe 
Perkins has high hopes, 
though, because he sees 
a lot of potential in the 
girls.

“We are focusing on 
taking the time to fi gure 
out who will swim what 
events. We have enough 
meets to decide who is 
best at what so I think 
we will be just fi ne,” he 
said.

The girls have a repu-
tation to uphold from 
previous seasons. They 
have won conference the 
past four years and sec-
tionals the past three, 
according to Perkins.

“We lost eight seniors 
from last year, which 
were replaced with eight 
new freshmen, so we 
have a lot of work to do. 

The girls work really 
hard, though, so I think 
we will be good,” said 
junior Brittany Baird.

Baird has personal 
goals this season. She 
plans to continue racing 
in the individual 200- 
yard medley and free-
style, and wants to go to 
state in the medley race. 

“We have been work-
ing really hard already 
and we are only a few 
weeks into the season. 
We have practice eve-
ryday after school and 
morning practices Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Fri-
days, and Saturdays. We 
are supposed to make 
it to at least one of the 
morning practices,” said 
Baird.

Senior Audrie Lock-
hart has a leadership 
role to uphold this sea-
son since she is one of 
only three seniors. She 
has set both personal 
and team goals.

“I want the team to 

win sectionals and con-
ference again and have 
a relay team go to state. 
For myself I want to go 
to state in breaststroke,” 
said Lockhart. 

Sophomore Sarah 
Taylor, Baird, and Lock-
hart agreed that the 
biggest areas the team 
has to work on are their 
starts, turns, and fi nish-
es. Baird said they have 
to stay persistent.

“We have to focus 
on being fast this year 
because we all are re-
ally good swimmers and 
once you are fast it is 
hard to get faster,” said 
Baird.
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SOPHOMORE SARAH TAYLOR practices the backstroke during practice at Highland Hills 
Middle School. Taylor completed the 400-yard freestyle in the meet against Bedford North 
Lawrence on Saturday, Nov. 27 in 4:08.34.
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(ABOVE) SOPHOMORE 
KYLE CRATER practices the 
breaststroke at Highland 
Hills on Monday, Nov. 
29.Crater completed the 
50-yard freestyle in 24:95 at 
the Bedford North Lawrence 
meet on Saturday, Nov. 27. 
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Early successes inspire swimmers    

BNL fi rst-place results
SENIOR AUDRIE LOCKHART

JUNIOR BRITTANY BAIRD

JUNIOR HALEY DRESNER

SOPHOMORE SARAH TAYLOR

FRESHMAN AMY MCCORMICK

FRESHMAN JESSICA PINNICK

FRESHMAN LAUREN BATLINER

BNL fi rst-place results
SENIOR ANDREW CATO

SENIOR BROCK SLAVENS 
SENIOR NICK WOLFE 
SOPHOMORE JACKSON FERRELL

SOPHOMORE OSCAR ANDERSON

SOPHOMORE RICK ELLIS 
SOPHOMORE STONE LOGAN
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(LEFT) SENIOR STEVEN 
SCHULTZE AND FRESH-
MAN JASON GALLAVIN 
discuss techniques during 
practice at Highland Hills. 
“When I was a sophomore I 
had no idea what I was do-
ing and knew he was going 
through the same thing. I 
showed him what I picked 
up the last three years,” said 
Schultze.

First-place fi nishes against rival Bedford indicate rewarding seasons for both teams


