
The month of De-
cember is here. Winter 
sports are here. Junior 
Gus Schoenbaechler  is 
here.

Schoenbaechler will 
begin his fourth year of 
wrestling since starting 
in eighth grade. He is 
the only wrestler in his 
family and has made it 
his favorite sport. 

Like all student ath-
letes, Schoenbaechler 
has to fi nd the time to 
balance wrestling with 
school and life in gen-
eral. He has a simple 
philosophy just for that.

“Focus on wrestling in 
the wrestling room and 
school in school,” said 
Schoenbaechler. “Focus 
on the task at hand, and 
go from there.”

“[He] works hard 
in whatever he is do-
ing,” said coach Bran-
don Sisson. “He never 
had any trouble from 
other teachers. He has 
only seen strong work 
ethic carry over onto the 
mat.”

Sisson said other 
sports really helped Sch-
oenbaechler improve 
and get into the position 
he is today. Schoenbae-
chler plays linebacker 
on the football team, 
and many of the other 
linebackers are also 
wrestlers. Schoenbaech-
ler ran track, so endur-
ance and competiveness 
are constantly tested.

“Gus has really fi g-

ured out what works 
best for him,” said Sis-
son. “Schoenbaechler, 
who is in his fi rst varsity 
season, can be very suc-
cessful. I only expect im-
provement.”

Improvement is ex-
actly what Schoenbae-
chler said Sisson and 
the other coaches have 
brought him. He said 
they are really good 
coaches and that wres-
tlers have bought into 
Sisson’s system.

“He is starting to be-
lieve he is getting bet-
ter,” said Sisson.  Sisson 
has seen an improve-
ment in his confi dence 
level. He said a lot 
of the reason is because 
of the post season wres-
tling. Schoenbaechler 
particpating in wrestling 
up to May has improved 
him in every category.

Schoenbaechler said 
any time ge can get mat 
time, he takes it. Mat 
time is any time he can 
get onto the mat and 
demonstrate his abili-
ties. Working out in the 
wrestling room and off 

season has really made 
him the wrestler he is 
today. His work with the 
team has formed a bond 
that cannot be matched.

“We’re like a family, 
we will do anything for 
each other,” said Sch-
oenbaechler. That is 
what Schoenbaechler 
needs to accomplish his 
goal of reaching semi-
state and winning his 
fi rst match this season.

Before each match 
the routine is the same: 
warm up with the team, 
stretch out, and listen to 
music that pumps him 
up.  

Schoenbaechler said, 
“All the wrestlers work 
hard everyday. Wres-
tling is the sport that 
requires hard work and  
a lot of time out of your 
schedule to achieve 
greatness.”

Schoenbaechler is 
doing exactly that, “[I] 
can’t think of anything 
else I’d like to do.”

His motto is the words 
of Bill Parcels: “Success 
is never fi nal, but failure 
can be.”
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Schoenbaechler

“My goal is 
to become 
stronger in the 
post and to get 
good shots off .”
TORI KINGSLEY
Sophomore

“Our biggest 
goal is coming 
together as 
a team and 
improving on 
defense.”
EMILY FOSTER
Senior

“My goal is to 
improve my 
ball handling 
and just to play 
better overall.”
EMILY ZIEGLER
Junior
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JUNIOR GUS SCHOENBAECHLER runs relays during 
practice on Tuesday, Nov. 30. The wrestling team will 
compete in the Hoosier Hills Conference Duals at home 
at 6 p.m. tonight.

Girls’ basketball dribbles forward

“My goal is 
to help our 
team be more 
aggressive.”
ABBIE ENGLE
Freshman

BY DANIEL TODERO
Staff  ReporterGus

Favorite Meal: Ribs

2nd Favorite Sport: Football

Favorite Team: U of L

Favorite Hobby: Fishing

Name Pronunciation:Show-n-beckler

Hope to Visit: Hawaii

Origin of Name: South Germany

Favorite Sports Idol: Teddy Bruschi

Get to know Gus

“I want to 
improve as a 
player and as a 
teammate.”
BROOKE HINTON
Freshman

“My goal is to 
get better and 
help our team 
be the best 
they can be.”
NIKI BRUNO
Sophomore


