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Why do you 
think it is 
important 
to help 
soldiers?

“If they 
don’t feel 
appreciated, 
then it’s like 
they are doing 
it for no reason 
when they 
are, and we do 
care.” 
CHRISTY CHOE
Sophomore

cheer
overseas

“They are 
putting their 
life on the 
line for us in 
dangerous 
situations 
while we get 
the luxary of 
staying in our 
own country.” 
HANNAH KEEHN
Senior

“Jingle Bell Rock” blasts 
through the speakers of the 
bustling mall, enhancing 
shoppers’ moods. People smile 
as they purchase gifts for their 
loved ones. Thousands of miles 
away, men and women don 
their uniform, sleep on the 
hard ground, and awake to 
shots fi red at 3 in the morning.

Christmas time is known as 
a season of peace on earth and 
love for all. Most Americans 
push people important to the 
country and their freedom out 
of their minds. However, some 
still remember to support the 
soldiers that have left their 
families to create a safer world 
for citizens.

“The troops should be 
supported in every way possible 
because they are from things 
they are used to and are away 
from their family,” said senior 
Nathan Greenwood.

Support ranges from simple 
thank-you letters to care 
packages including candy, 
soap and socks. Stereotypical 
items are not always necessary, 
though. Sometimes, it is the 
unexpected that can make a 
signifi cant difference.

“It really depends on where 
you are serving. A lot of places 
have PXs (Post Exchange)  
where they [military personnel] 
can get candy and toiletries. 
We don’t usually need junk 
food either. Books and cards 

are really 
nice. Basically, 
things to keep us busy more 
than to keep us from getting 
hungry, something to let us 
know people are thinking 
about us,” said retired Marine 
Sean Grisez.

Thank-you letters are often 
overlooked. They seem juvenile 
and not extravagant enough, 
but simplicity is value.

“I would write a thank you 
letter to tell them how much 
they are appreciated. It isn’t 
personal but reminds them 
why they are 
fi ghting,” said 
Greenwood.

G r i s e z 
agrees with 
G r e e n w o o d ’ s 
outlook. If 
internet access 
is available, 
they can order 
any desired 
item offl ine.

“I had an 
iPod shipped 
to me because 
I had internet 
available. My 
d e p r i v a t i o n 
level was less 
than others. 
The best things I received were 
letters from people I knew and 
didn’t know. I received a letter 
from an eight-year-old boy 
thanking me for my service.”

In general, those overseas 
miss traditional birthday 
parties and award ceremonies 

for 
family 
members. 
The holidays 
are especially hard 
to miss because they 
are a time for major family 
gatherings.

“I missed my older brother’s 
wedding and it was really rough 
for me. A lot of guys missed 
seeing the birth of their child or 
their grandparents or parents 
weren’t doing well but they 

were unable to 
say goodbye one 
last time. You 
don’t know what 
you are going to 
miss until it isn’t 
there to enjoy,” 
said Grisez.

S e n i o r 
B r a n d i s 
D e W i l l i g e n 
concurs that the 
troops should 
be supported 
by everyone 
e v e r y w h e r e 
despite personal 
beliefs towards 
war.

“I feel the 
soldiers need support because 
there are so many people who 
oppose the war, it can seem 
unappreciative of what they  are 
doing for us overseas. Whether 
you do or don’t support the 
war, support the soldiers and 
show you appreciate them and 

what 
t h e y 

do,” said 
DeWilligen.

English teacher 
Wally Austin is a 

veteran. He served the 
army in the fi rst Operation 
Desert Storm. He said his 
church is participating in a 
stocking exchange for the 
National Guard.

“It’s always nice to hear good 
news from the states to take 
your mind off the daily grind 
and the stress of being in a 
combat area. Cards, letters, 
and things to do are always nice 
to have. I’m a big crossword 
puzzle freak and always wanted 
crossword puzzle books. 
Treats and food are good too. 
Anything that reminds you of 
home,” said Austin.

Several organizations gather 
community support to transfer 
to the troops, although, some 
may not be as legitimate.

“Churches are an 
organization you can trust 
because they actually follow 
through on sending the 
packages. Several places take 
donations so they can take 
requests from servicemen for 
electronics. One good thing 
is you can always get people 
to write letters to random 
servicemen to say thanks,” said 
Grisez.

Organizations help soldiers 
feel at home during holiday
season by sending presents 
BY CHELSEY CARR
Features Co-editor

”
“         I would write 

a thank you 
letter to tell them 
how much they 
are appreciated. 
It isn’t personal 
but reminds 
them why they 
are fi ghting.
NATHAN GREENWOOD
Senior
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Top ways to help soldiers

1CUP OF JOE 
  FOR A JOE
By giving just two dollars, anyone 

can send a soldier overseas a cup of 
coff ee. Green Beans Coff ee began this 
program, Cup of Joe for a Joe, so that 
every deployed soldier will know that they 
are appreciated. Senders can even add a 
personal touch by sending their own note 
of encouragement along with the coff ee.
To learn more go to www.greenbeanscof-
fee.com/coj/index.php

2CELL PHONES
     FOR SOLDIERS
Instead of forgetting about old 

cell phones, donate it to Cell Phones for 
Soldiers. This organization will sell it to Re-
Cellular, a company that pays for used cell 
phones. Cell Phones for Soldiers will then 
use money they receive to buy prepaid 
calling cards to give to troops overseas, so 
soldiers may talk to their family. To learn 
more go to www.cellphonesforsoldiers.
com.

3OPERATION 
  GRATITUDE
Operation Gratitude manufac-

tures care packages for military person-
nel overseas by raising money through 
contributions and collection drives. Send 
in fi nancial donations, collect candy, 
stuff ed animals, distinctive hand-made 
crafts such as scarves, cards, or letters to 
assist currently deployed military person-
nel or veterans. To learn more, go to www.
opgratitude.com


