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When roaming the 
halls, it is commonplace 
to see classrooms fi lled 
with students either inter-
acting with one another or 
teachers giving lectures. 
However, it is becoming 
the norm to see a class-
room full of students with 
their noses in books.

“Kids have always 
read. It is a cycle they go 
through. New authors like 
Stephanie Meyer, Ellen 
Hopkins, and Suzanne 
Collins interest students 
and make them more open 
to reading in and outside 
of class,” said media spe-
cialist Barbara Alexander.   

Due to increased vari-
ation of similar genres, 
such as non-fi ction and 
reality-based fi ction, the 
habit of reading for pleas-

ure is becoming popular. 
Teachers are embracing 
this trend by allowing stu-
dents to choose their own 
books for projects.

“All of my ninth and 
tenth graders have to do 
an independent novel 
project every nine weeks. 
They get to choose a book 

of their choice and every 
Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday they get to 
read their books for the 
fi rst 10 minutes of class,” 
said English teacher Tif-
fany Stansbury. 

All grade levels have 
participated in the school-
wide push for reading; 
students’ reading compre-
hension and writing skills 
are improving.

“The more you read, the 
better your writing will be. 
Contemporary works are 
fantastic; teachers can use 
that to connect [students] 
personal lives to the lit-
erature,” said AP English 
teacher Karen Mayer-Se-
bastian.

Freedom of choice is 
proving to be a crucial 
element in students read-
ing. Indiana University 
Southeast Writing Project 
director Kevin Bailey said 
banning certain books 
hinders this effort.

“Students will read 
what they are interested 
in.  Too many adults cen-
sor what students are al-
lowed to read.  That limits 
student choice and blocks 
excellent titles from mak-

ing it to teachers’ class-
rooms.  Sometimes tough 
topics belong in schools so 
that students have adults 
available for discussion,” 
said Bailey.

When teachers make  
relevant connections be-
tween the real world and 
a novel, students learn 
more.

“I think teachers need 
to be clear as to how each 
lesson applies.  Students 
also need choice in what 
they read and how they 
demonstrate their learn-

ing,” said Bailey.
Senior Haley Ober-

hausen enjoys teachers in-
corporating reading into 
the classroom.

“I enjoy reading in class,  
sometimes. If a teacher 
makes us read all the time 
and never does anything  
else it gets old and frus-
trates   me. But I do enjoy 
reading whenever we get 
fun worksheets or play 
games to help us better 
understand the reading,” 
said Oberhausen.

Reading helps students 

better and futher them-
selves in the scholastic 
and real world.

“Look at the data on 
schools where reading 
is emphasized.  Ask cor-
porate America and the 
military.  They are tired of 
spending billions reedu-
cating recent grads. Stu-
dents need to realize that 
they are not entitled to be 
admitted to college or to 
enter the workforce.  Get 
busy.  Get the job done.  
Be a player in your own 
education,” said Bailey.
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SENIOR BRIANA LARSEN  reads the sixth “Harry Potter” novel, “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince”  behind the library desk second period. “It takes you to a diff erent place. It takes you on an 
adventure. You’re not really yourself, you can be a diff erent character,” said Larsen.
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SOPHOMORES NICOLLETTE BARRERAS AND GENNI ANDRES  
fi ll out their review questions while following along in “The Alche-
mist” during Natasha Finn’s second-period English class.

Classroom libraries, projects, and mandatory 
novels assist teachers’ promotion of reading
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“Kids have always read. It 
is a cycle they go through. 
New authors...interests 
students and make them 
more open to reading in 
and outside of class.”
BARBARA ALEXANDER
Media Specialist


