
With over 325 million 
copies sold worldwide, 
the story about a young 
orphan who has magical 
powers is one of the most 
popular series of all time. 
Since its debut in 1997, 
the “Harry Potter” series 
has spread throughout 
Earth, infecting kids and 
adults alike. 

The world was turned on 
its head by the struggling 
boy wizard. Although the 
fi nal book, “Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows,” 
was published three years 
ago, effects of the “Harry 
Potter” fandom can still be 
felt everywhere, especially 
in the generation that 
grew up with him. 

“My mom started 

reading it to me when I 
was 10 so I’ve grown up 
with Harry. The story 
captivated me from the 
start,” said senior Brooke 
Duffy. 

Others who are just 
beginning their journey 
still enjoy the books they 
have read so far. 

“I like imagining the 
world of Hogwarts and 
all of the magical things 
that happen. I’ve read 
[books] one through four. 
I’m working on fi ve,” said 
Spanish teacher Corrine 
Beyl. “Most students can 
probably identify with 
the characters in some 
way, but I think they are 
written so that adults can 
enjoy them as well.” 

“Harry Potter” has 
infl uenced many aspects 
of society, including 

raising awareness about 
other wizardry books, and 
successfully translating 
books into major motion 
pictures.

“I think people who 
have read the books have 
adopted some of the 
terms. The movies and 
books also led to a new 
theme park, so I think 
there’s a defi nite infl uence 
on pop culture,” said Beyl. 

In addition to the 
Wizarding World of 
Harry Potter theme park, 
the series has positively 
infl uenced the fantasy 
genre. 

“It helped the fantasy 
world rebuild itself. ‘Harry 
Potter’ brought out books 
that kids were missing 
out on and inspired other 
authors,” said Duffy. 

Despite the far-reaching 
effects of the series, some 
people remain immune 
to the popularity of the 
“Harry Potter” books. 

“I didn’t want to read 
the books. I thought they 
were really long when I 
was younger and now I 
just don’t want to because 
I don’t like ‘Harry Potter’ 
The movies are repetitive,” 
said sophomore Lydia 
Kost. 

Senior Alex Metka had 

trouble keeping up with 
the books once they began 
getting lengthier. 

“I don’t have the time 
or patience to read them,” 
said Metka.

Junior Brody 
Earnhardt has trouble 
relating to the 
“Harry Potter” 
sensation and 
some of 
the crazier 
a s p e c t s 
of the 
fandom. 

“I think 
it’s cool 
to be 
passionate 
about something, but it 
can get out of hand,” said 
Earnhardt. 

The release of the fi nal 
movie in late 2011, “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part Two” will 
end the 14-year reign. 

“It’s a really good 
story, well written, and 
a lot of people enjoy it 
so I hope it continues to 
last. They won’t have the 
same events throughout 
the years though, like 
midnight premieres of the 
movies and releases of the 
books, so it will be hard to 
keep up,” said Duffy. 

Beyl also has faith in 
the pertinecy of the series. 
She said she believes the 
books have made a lasting 
mark on society.

“I think good books can 
stay relevant. Once the 
last movie is out, some 
of the excitement will 
probably calm down, but 
students are always drawn 
to exciting reading,” said 
Beyl.

Whether the “Harry 
Potter” series can survive 
the last movie remains to 
be seen, but the lessons 
and morals in the story 
can remain true to 
anyone who reads them. 
The “Harry Potter” books 
offer a vivid escape from 
average days. 

“It’s a book where kids 
can escape from reality 
and read things that they 
couldn’t imagine on their 
own,” said Metka. 
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Muggles remain

BY ANNA BOONE
Staff  Reporter

 ‘Harry Potter’ mania 
continues to rouse  
followers despite 
looming fi nale for 
thriving movies

sPellbound

“The plot and 
the discription 
is well written. 
It is easy to 
follow and 
doesn’t drag.” 
ASHLEY SCHULZ
Freshman

Why has ‘Harry 
Potter’ become a 
successful series?

“Kids enjoy 
the idea of 
being a wizard, 
stories, and 
the interesting 
characters.” 
ELIZABETH WATSON
Junior

“You watched 
this guy grow 
up and it’s 
something to 
look forward 
to.” 
TIM ROMIG
English Teacher
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37% Love it 16%
Indifferent

6% Hate it

41% Never 
read it

How do you feel about the 
“Harry Potter” book series?

MULTIMEDIA
To see photos of 
students at the midnight 
premiere on Nov. 19, 
and to post your own 
pictures, go online 
to  fchsbagpiper.
wordpresscom.

Based 

on a 

survey of 

320 students in 

second and fi fth-hour 

English classes.

GRAPHIC BY

CARMEN HUFF 

AND  ANNA BOONE


