
This past weekend 
the cheerleading squad 
placed second to Hamil-
ton Southeastern in state 
competition. Last year the 
team fi nished in the Top 
5, and in 2008 they placed 
fi rst. Despite having the 
fi rst-place fi nish just two 
years ago, the team was 
still proud of their accom-
plishment.

“We are obviously dis-
appointed because you al-
ways want to be fi rst, but 
the team that beat us was 
very talented,” said head 
coach Ashley Nevin.

Senior Morgan Kaiser 
was pleased with the per-
formance at state.

“We did the best that we 
could,” Kaiser said. “We 

left it all on the mat.”
Going into such a com-

petitive meet, the team 
knew they needed to have 
a game plan. Nevin talked 
about the game plan going 
into the competition.

“All of us knew that we 
needed to have zero mis-
takes,” she said.

Senior Hayley Little 
also talked about what the 
team did going into the 
competition.

“We knew we needed to 
give it our all in the two 
and half minutes,” Little 
said.

Despite an impressive 
fi nish at state, the team 
said there are areas they 
can improve on.

“I think we all need 
to believe in ourselves 
more,” Kaiser said.

Nevin also shared what 
the team needs to work on 
in order to get better.

“I think everyone needs 

to work on their individul 
skills,” Nevin said.

The team has been 
working harder to make 
sure they 
can continue 
to improve. 
With that, 
they have 
gained more 
strengths as a 
team. 

“Our ex-
p e c t a t i o n s 
and stand-
ards are 
higher,” Nev-
in said. “We 
want to be 
more than just the cheer-
leaders that cheer at a ball 
game.”

Kaiser mentioned that 
the team’s enthusiasm 
helps them perform.

“I think the way we 
bond as a team and the 
energy we bring is what 
makes us better than the 

average team,” Kaiser 
said.

With basketball sea-
son and a competition in 

J a n u a r y 
l o o m i n g , 
the team 
knows it’s 
important 
to focus on 
the future. 
C o a c h 
N e v i n , 
h o w e v e r , 
said the 
team’s suc-
cess at fi -
nals will 
b e n e f i t 

them.
“We had a lot of fun and 

we did our personal best,” 
she said. “We felt a lot of 
support from the staff 
here.”

The squad’s next major 
competition is the NCAA 
High School Nationals on 
Jan. 8 and 9 in Dallas.
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The girls’ basketball 
season began on Tuesday 
night with a scrimmage 
against New Albany in 
an attempt for the varsity 
team to start a successful 
season. 

Last season, the team 
made it to semi-state be-
fore losing to Ben Davis, 
65-28. They fi nished 25-2 
during a historic season 
that included sectional 
and regional titles. 

However, after losing 
some talented seniors, the 
team knows matching last 
season’s success will be a 
challenge. 

The team has been 
putting in extra time in 
the off-season in order to 
get better.

“We have been practic-
ing really hard and we’re 
giving 110 percent in ef-
fort,” said junior Taylor 
Pate.

Head coach Joe Voe-
lker said this preparation 
will help as the season 
progresses.

“We had open gyms 
during the spring and we 
played a lot during June 

and July,” Voelker said.
The team believes that 

all of the hard workouts 
they put in will help them 
gain more strength.

“Our biggest strength is 
that we have really good 
shooters,” said junior 
Emily Ziegler.

However, the team also 
knows that after losing 
so much talent from last 
year’s regional champion-
ship team, there are some 
areas to focus on to ensure 
continued success.

“We are a very inexpe-
rienced team,” Voelker 
said. “We have a very good 
group of kids that can play 
varsity. But we don’t have 
much size and we need to 
be more aggressive in the 
post.”

Pate agreed that the de-
fense was one of the areas 
the team needed to work 
on, but she also said an-
other one of the obstacles 
the team will have to get 
past is lack of height.

Despite this, Pate said 
there are attributes that 
make this team better 
than average.

“We have a lot of pas-
sion and determination 

when we play,” she said.
The team itself has sev-

eral goals they hope to ac-
complish.

“Our goal is to try to 
be more fundamentally 
sound and to develop a 
better work ethic,” Voe-
lker said. “We also need 
our players to fi nd their 
identity.”

Ziegler said the team 
will strive to match some 
of last season’s success.

“Our goal is to work 
as hard as possible,” she 
said. “We want to have as 
good as a team this year as 
we did last year. We are 
also looking to improve 
on our defense after every 
game. Defense is the most 
important goal for us this 
season.”

Another goal for the 
team is to work on fi nding 
a unifi ed identity.

“’We have players who 
need to fi nd themselves 
this year, but we are going 
to  play hard every game,” 
Voelker said. “We usually 
don’t look at where our 
team is at until around 
Christmas time.”

The Highlanders play 
tonight at home against 
Evansville Harrison. The 
junior varsity game is set 
for 6:30 p.m. and the var-
sity team plays at 8 p.m.
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SOPHOMORE TORI KINGSLEY shoots baskets during lay-ups at the beginning of a girls’ basketball 
practice. The Highlanders compete tonight against Evansville Harrison. 

Rebounding toward triumph
Hard work and solid shooting 
are keys for team this season
BY LUKE GERAGHTY
Staff  Reporter

Cheerleaders succeed at state
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JUNIOR LUCY HAPPEL AND SENIOR HAYLEY LITTLE get ready to 
cheer after the fi rst half of last Friday’s sectional fi nal game.
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Team earns 
second place 
in last week’s 
competition
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         We want 
to be more 
than just the 
cheerleaders 
that cheer at a 
ball game.
ASHLEY NEVIN
Head cheerleading 
coach


