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It may seem as though 
science-fi ction is becoming 
reality thanks to what may 
be the biggest innovation to 
hit books since the printing 
press: electronic books. 

“It’s kind of like you have 
a book store in your hand, 
like having a library on a 10 
ounce device,” said assist-
ant principal Rob Willman, 
who has previously read on 
a Kindle but now downloads 

books to his iPad. 
Media specialist Barbara 

Alexander has been con-
ducting her own research 
to help her decide on which 
e-reader to buy, and she has 
focused her attention on 
Barnes and Noble’s Nook.

“I’m looking at the Nook 
because Barnes and Noble is 
close by and if anything goes 
wrong I can just take it in,” 
said Alexander.

Many companies are em-
bracing this trend by pro-
ducing their own e-readers. 
Amazon’s Kindle has earned 
the title of bestseller accord-
ing to Examiner.com

Chemistry teacher Beth 
Fitzgerald acquired her Kin-
dle as a birthday present last 
year and said it is the best 
birthday present she has 
ever received.

“I’ve gotten diamond ear-
rings and a car, but I still 
love my Kindle,” she said. 
“I would give away my Mini 
Cooper before I would give 
away my Kindle.”

Instead of traveling to the 
closest library or book store, 
readers can now buy books 
from the comfort of their 
homes and receive them in-
stantly. Fitzgerald said the 
ease of buying books with 
her Kindle is a major perk.

“Whenever I get done 

with a book I can just buy 
another one,” said Fitzger-
ald. “It’s nice to just pick up 
a book and not have to go to 
the store.”  

The Kindle is able to hold 
up to 30,000 books, a fea-
ture that readers admire. 
Instead of having to fi nd 
space to store their books, 
buyers are able to keep 
their entire home li-
brary in one place.

“One of the 
best things 
about [the 
K i n d l e ] 
is how 
small it 
is com-
p a r e d 
to how 
m a n y 
books it 
can store,” 
said so-
p h o m o r e 
M i c h a e l 
Clark. 

The prices of the down-
loadable books are typi-
cally cheaper than books in 
a store, and all classics are 
free. Amazon sporadically 
chooses newer books to sell 
for free in addition to the 
classics.

“I think the most I ever 
paid was $8.99,” said Fit-
zgerald. “Also, you can get 

previews of the books with-
out buying them. You usu-
ally get about two chapters.”

Alexander said e-readers 
will encourage younger, 
tech-savvy people to pick up 
books and read.

“E-readers give [this gen-
eration] something new. 
Those into gaming or elec-
tronics might feel more 
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An 
open 
book
leads to an open world 

that helps to inspire 
spry young minds

comfortable with an e-read-
er,” said Alexander. 

Alexander said she be-
lieves e-readers are trying 
to branch into education 
by creating electronic text-
books. 

 “Instead of kids carrying 
huge, bulky things down 
the hallway, they would just 
have their notebook and 

pencil,” said Willman.
Regardless of brand pref-

erence, most buyers be-
lieve e-readers are the fu-
ture.  

“I think they are a step in 
the right direction. Hope-
fully there will always be 
books, but the e-readers can 
be a lot more convenient,” 
said Clark.

A hand fi rmly cups sopho-
more Lauren McNeeley’s 
chin, the other holds open 
a book. Focused eyes rove 
the page, soaking in new 
vocabulary. A fl ip reveals a 

new page with more syntax 
to create a wider range 
of knowledge.

“I like reading be-
cause I’m transported 

into a different world. 
I would probably keep 

reading even if my house 
was on fi re. Reading, for 
me, is just a chance to get 
away from the stress or 
complications in my life 
and experience another 
person’s story,” said Mc-
Neeley.
Indiana Public Law 221 

states that every school is 
accountable for a improve-
ment plan, which should set 
goals school wide. The past 
seven years has been spent 
on a writing plan known as 
Writing Across the Curricu-
lum. Now concentration is 
being moved to reading.

“Every school should 
have a literacy goal. When 
we looked at standardized 
test scores, reading com-
prehension was an area 
that needed improvement. 
Sometimes when students 
see prompts that state ‘draw 
a conclusion’ they actually 
draw, like an artist,” said 
principal Louie Jensen.

The lack of comprehen-
sion for uniform words in 
subject areas, such as thesis 
statement in English, has 
led to the idea of an aca-
demic vocabulary wall.

“Each discipline would 
have words specifi c to that 
department. Teachers 
would make constant refer-
ences to it to improve stu-
dents’ understanding. The 
wall would help with words 
that are used in two subject 
areas, but have different 
connotations,” said Jensen.

The wall would be imple-
mented by a reading com-
mittee. Media specialist 
Barbara Alexander readily 
volunteered when English 
teacher and building repre-
sentative for the New Alba-
ny-Floyd County Teachers 
Association Wallace Austin 
asked for volunteers.

“I volunteered because as 
a media specialist my job re-
volves around making mate-
rial available. The library is 
a hub for students to fi nd 
information. We want to 
make students better read-
ers, through research and 
leisure reading because both 
are critical,” said Alexander.

Reading revamped
My favorite 
book is...

“...‘Catcher and the Rye’ by J.D. 

Salinger because it relates to me 

and shows how diff erent lives can 

go depending on attitude.”
DARIAN ESWINE
News Co-editor

“...‘.Atlas Shrugged’ by Ayn Rand 

becuase of the emphasis of a 

man’s  self-worth.”
JON FERGUSON
Co-editor-in-chief

“...‘.Glass Castle’ by Jeannette Walls 

because it is about a girl who is 

poor and it makes you thankful 

for the things you have that she 

didn’t.”
KARA BEARD
Staff  Reporter

“...‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ by Harper 

Lee because it is incredibly well 

written.”
JIM LANG
Adviser

MULTIMEDIA
Post your favorite book 
and why on the Bagpiper’s 
Facebook page for a chance 
to win a Booklore gift card.

MM

5The 
Top

1 “The Confession: A 
Novel”
By John Grisham

Bestselling e-books on 
Amazon.com

2 “Happy Ever After”
By Nora Roberts

3 “The Girl Who Kicked 
the Hornet’s Nest”
By Stieg Larson

4 “The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo”
By Stieg Larson

5 “Worth Dying for: A 
Reacher Novel”
By Lee Child

School-wide literacy
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SOPHOMORE LAUREN MCNEELEY leisurely reads after school.
CHEMISTRY TEACHER BETH FITZGERALD enjoys the ease of buying 
books on her Kindle.


