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‘Big Acorns Make Fat Squirrels’

High school bands usu-
ally have the lifespan of 
a gnat and have bizarre 
names associated with 
everyday things. Student 
band ‘Big Acorns Make 
Fat Squirrels,’ more com-
monly known as ‘BAMFS,’ 
is not much of an anomaly 
from this norm.

The eight-member 
band consists of seniors 
Joe Bauer, Ryan Fuquay, 
Ben Alm, Dylan Barnett, 
and Kaden Henderson; 
junior Jackson Power; 
and FC graduates Tyler 
Dippold and DJ Carty, aka 
Buck Wellington. 

Despite the short lifes-
pan of most high school 
bands, ‘BAMFS’ has been 
together for about a year.
During that time period, 
‘Big Acorns Make Fat 
Squirrels’ has played at 
last year’s academic pep 
rally, recently played sev-
eral local gigs, and have 
started recording.

“It all started with ‘Pan-
tallica.’ Then we needed 
a drummer so we added 
Buck. Then we added 
Jackson, Ryan, and Dylan, 
and Kaden, and Joe, and 
Ben, and Tyler last,” said 
Alm.

After the name ‘Pan-
tallica’ was pushed to the 
side, a new name was 
needed. The band’s logic 
was evident in the new 
name.

“It just fl ew into my 
mind like a thousand 

doves behind a warm sun-
set,” said Bauer.

After the band was set 
in place, the ‘BAMFS’ dis-
cography was underway. 
They classify their genre 
of music as “Underground 
Subterranian Dancecore.” 
The song ideas and titles 
came naturally, or as they 
like to say, “on accident.”

“Our fi rst song ‘Fisht’ 
was a complete acci-
dent. Other songs come 
from who or what they 
are about, such as ‘Kath,’ 
or ‘Things around the 
Room,’” said Alm.

While some songs were 
an accident, others had 
a lot of thought put into 
them. Their song “Daddy 
Never Loved Me” came 
from the fi rst three chords 

in the song, which were D, 
A, D, inspiring the song 
title.

Stemming from the 
eccentric theme of the 
band, the instruments are 
unique as well. Hender-
son chose his instrument 
through a subconscious 
thought.

“I was inspired to play 
the keytar when Tracy 
Morgan came to me in 
a dream and simply ex-
claimed, ‘Play that thing!’ 
while pointing to a red 
keytar in the corner of his 
30 Rock offi ce.”

The whimsical card has 
been used by other mem-
bers as well. Dippold, Car-
ty, Power, and Henderson 
all play auxiliary percus-
sion. Dippold provides 

lead vocals for the group, 
as well as the occasional 
tambourine shake. Power 
plays the kaosolater and 
the hammer, but not at 
the same time to avoid in-
jury. Fuquay plays the me-
lodica, while Bauer, Alm, 
and Barnett all stick to the 
basic instruments of bass, 
guitar, and keyboard, im-
plementing dance moves 
and personal fl air.

“My grandpa inspired 
me. I wanted to play 
drums, but he said they 
were too loud. Then, I 
thought about the bas-
soon or the sackbut, but 
we compromised with 
guitar,” said Alm.

Many bands have been 
the pre-cursor to ‘BAMFS.’ 
Alm, Bauer, Barnett, Dip-

pold, and Carty have been, 
or are in other bands.

“This is the fi rst year 
I’ve been in a band, but 
I’ve been singing and per-
forming my whole life- 
formally let’s say eight or 
nine years,” said Dippold.

Formal training also ex-
ists with Henderson and 
Bauer, who are both in the 
Louisville Youth Sympho-
ny Orchestra (LYO).

“The double bass is 
pretty much my life. I also 
play in the NAFCS Phil-
harmonic orchestra, the 
Floyd Central orchestra, 
and I am the principal 
bassist for LYO, which 
takes up all my time,” said 
Henderson.

Dippold also has the 
honor of being a part of a 

highly-ranked musical or-
ganization in college.

“I’m currently a music 
therapy major at U of L 
and I am a member one of 
the world’s highest ranked 
competitive choirs, The 
University of Louisville 
Cardinal Singers.”

Carty is currently con-
tinuing his music edu-
cation at IUS but will 
be transferring within 
the next year to major 
in music education and 
composition. Fuquay and 
Barnett are taking the op-
posite road of not partici-
pating in music majors in 
college.

“I defi nitely want to 
play, but not use it as a 
major or career,” said Bar-
nett.

Now that Carty and 
Dippold are in college, 
time schedules have been 
somewhat of a confl ict. 
Both agree it is not as easy 
fi nding time to all get to-
gether, but they make it 
work.

‘BAMFS’ plans to re-
lease their fi rst album this 
winter.

“We should be dropping 
an album before Christ-
mas, or Hanukkah, or 
Kwanzaa,” said Alm.

Camaraderie is the 
unanimous agreement for 
being in the band. 

“We are all great friends 
who enjoy creating mu-
sic together, and that is 
a beautiful thing,” said 
Henderson.

MULTIMEDIA
To see pictures 
from ‘BAMFS’ last 
gig, along with 
alternate interview 
answers, check 
out fchsbagpiper.
wordpress.com
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SENIOR BEN ALM AND GRADUATE TYLER DIPPOLD play one of their original songs, along with the rest of ‘Big Acorns Make Fat Squir-
rels,’ during their gig at Faith Family Church on Oct. 15.
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