
On Oct, 27, U.S. District Court Judge 
Rya Zobel blocked a censorship law that 
was to take effect in Massachusetts. 

This law would mean anyone who 
owned a website which has obscene or 
explicit content that is directed at minors 
would face a $100,000 fi ne and up to fi ve 
years in prison.

While it attempts to protect minors 
from content they shouldn’t view, it un-
dermines the First Amendment.

The First Amendment protects our 
right to say what we want, worship what 
we want, print what we want, protest the 
government, and gather in groups.

Likewise, bloggers have the right to 
publish what they want. Websites can be 
about anything the site owner wants. We 
can even post whatever we want as our 
Facebook status.

Though this doesn’t mean we should.
The censorship law was not intended 

to take away our rights; it was meant to 
protect minors when they surf the Web.

Let’s assume that a fi ve-year-old girl 
went online to learn about bunnies. She 
types “bunnies” into Google and clicks on 
the fi rst link. 

To her horror, the Playboy homepage 
pops up and she shuts down her compu-
ter, afraid of the girls with bunny ears 
and no clothes.

This is no fault of the Internet. The 
people at Playboy have a right to run 
their website and if a minor happens to 
stumble across their website, oh well.

We cannot hold the Internet responsi-
ble for every obscene thing a minor fi nds 
online. It is up to the parents to moni-
tor what their child views on the Inter-
net and to block inappropriate websites, 
whatever those may be.

But it is up to you to censor yourself. If 
you don’t feel you should look up explicit 
materials online, then don’t. It is not up 
to the government to block these sites for 
you. You know your limits; listen to them 
and let the First Amendment do its job.

Faith, doubt bombard mind

I never had the 
chance to really 
get to know my 
grandpa. I can’t 
recall the size of 
his hands or the 
tone of his voice. 
But the thing I  
remember most 
about my grandpa 
are his feet. 

Everyday when 
we would visit 
my grandpa at 
his home or later 
at the hospital, I 
would run to the 
end of his bed and 
tickle his feet. Al-
though I barely 
touched his white 
socks with my 
small, almost-
f o u r - y e a r - o l d 
hands, he always 

laughed like he 
could feel it. 

My grandpa 
passed away in 
1998, only a few 
months before my 
brother was born. 
I know I will nev-
er be able to see 
him again in this 
life, I have faith 
that I will see him 
again someday. 

To me, faith is 
more than an ide-
al. Faith is a crea-
ture in my brain 
that infl uences all 
my thoughts and 
actions. Some-
times, when I lose 
faith, I become 
moody and re-
sentful. Without 
faith, what is the 

point? Why is 
anything worth 
doing if you don’t 
believe in it? 

Faith has a 
deadly com-
panion, named  

Doubt. 
Doubt lurks 

around, throw-
ing out comments 
that confuse and 
scare me. Doubt 
says when I die, 

how can I be sure 
I will ever see my 
grandpa again? 
Why do I try so 
hard if I’m not 
sure it will be 
worth it?

S o m e t i m e s , 
Doubt seems 
more reasonable. 
His questions 
make sense. If I 
let Doubt run my 
life, would I even 
try? 

No. Doubt 
would keep me 
locked away, 
not willing to try 
anything new 
because I do not 
know if I will like 
the result. I can-
not live life afraid 
of living. Faith be-
comes the center 
of my mind and 
heart. 

Faith is the ba-
sis of my relation-
ships with friends 
and family. How 

could I ever love 
someone if I don’t 
believe or trust 
in them? Know-
ing that others 
have faith in me 
upholds myself to 
high standards. 
If it hurts when 
others break my 
faith, I am going 
to try hard not 
to break anyone 
else’s. No one 
should be con-
fi ned to Doubt.

I may never 
know if my faith 
is worth it in the 
end, but I cannot 
live life focused 
on the end. I must 
live life in the mo-
ment and focus 
on the present, 
enjoying one day 
at a time. 

Until I die, I 
will pray for my 
grandpa and an-
ticipate the day we 
will meet again. 
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Internet 
lives free

I always enjoyed reading the Bag-
piper, but October’s issue was my favor-
ite. After reading Jon Ferguson’s article 
“Judgment Rampant in High School,” I 
started to think about everyone’s actions 
at school. It seems as if a lot of people act 
a certain way because they care what oth-
ers think of them, so they do not act like 
they usually would.

Personally, I feel as if I am looking 
over my shoulder all the time, watching 
my back and worrying about what others 
say about me all the time. One reason is 
because it hurts when people make judg-
ments and spread rumors about people 
without their knowledge. Secondly, peo-

ple actually listen to other people’s words 
and take the as the truth. I will admit that 
even I make judgments, but I have been 
improving on this.

Maybe that is the problem with the 
world today, not just high school. Maybe 
we jump to conclusions based on people 
from the past and stereotypes. All I know 
is that it can affect everything from how 
you talk to a classmate to something as 
important as adoption. It needs to stop. 
No, we need to stop it.

Brian Young, sophomore

As a relatively new student of Floyd 
Central, I’m typically unaware of what’s 
constantly occurring around campus. 
Unfortunately, I’m oblivious to past, cur-
rent, and future news. However, FC’s 
Bagpiper comes through for me, and in-
forms me very well of news, events, stu-
dents’ opinions, and more. Although it 

only comes around every so often, it still 
lets me know what’s going on. 

Like everything else in this world, I 
have favorites. For example, I always 
appreciate the articles of Jon Fergu-
son, whatever they may be about. His 
well-formed opinions on various subject 
matters really do speak to me regarding 
whatever’s on his mind. He’s truly able to 
connect to anybody who reads them. 

As a whole, the Bagpiper is very enjoy-
able to read. The newspaper staff does an 
excellent job combining humor, serious-
ness, and sincerity into one information-
al paper. 

The fact that it covers a large variety 
of topics makes it all the more pleasant 
to read. With every good thing, though, 
there always comes something bad. As 
far as I see it, though, the only “bad” 
aspect of the Bagpiper is that it’s not 
released to students often enough, even 

taking into account the amounts of time 
spent on writing, labor, and sheer deter-
mination. Even still, it’s honestly incred-
ible when it’s all put together. 

On the days it’s delivered to our class-
es, my eyes widen and I smile in anticipa-
tion of reading the Bagpiper, even if class 
is still in session. As corny, overstated, 
and cliché as it sounds, I do love the Bag-
piper very much, and it is, and probably 
will remain as one of my favorite aspects 
of the school. 

Ethan Miller, junior

LettersLetterseditorto the

reader opinions

Do you want your opinion heard? To 
have a chance to get your comments 

or ideas published in The Bagpiper, 
turn in a typed or neatly handwrit-

ten paper to adviser Jim Lang’s room 
(B107), or to any staff  member. 

What do “To Kill a 
Mockingbird”, “Fahr-
enheit 451”, and the 
entire “Harry Potter” 
series have in com-
mon? Aside from 
being some of my fa-
vorite books, at some 
point they were chal-
lenged and deemed a 
“banned book.”

“To Kill a Mocking-
bird” was 
b a n n e d 
for us-
ing ra-
cial slurs, 
though the 
book was 
meant to 
provide an 
a c c u r a t e 
portrayal 
of the 
south and 
the preju-
dices found there. 

“Fahrenheit 451,” a 
story set in a dismal 
future society where 
books are burned, 
was once removed 
from shelves because 

it used God’s name in 
vain. 

Would it be sur-
prising if I said the 
“Harry Potter” books 
have become the most 
challenged books 
in the past decade? 
Critics say Mr. Pot-
ter sets a bad exam-
ple by standing up to 
authority fi gures and 

a f t e r 
reading 
the book 
children 
m i g h t 
h a v e 
trouble 
d i s t i n -
guishing 
between 
r e a l i t y 
and fan-
tasy. I 
grew up 

reading those books 
and am proud to ad-
mit they instilled in 
me an active imagina-
tion, but I still think I 
have a pretty strong 
grip on reality. I usu-

ally do not go around 
all day, wand in hand, 
reciting spells.

These books have 
all had a profound 
infl uence on me. “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” 
taught me to open up 
my eyes to the preju-
dices that still reside 
in our world today, 
and to look at the 
world with more in-
nocent eyes. 

“Fahrenheit 451” 
showed me why I 
should never take an-
ything at face value, 
and the importance of 
independence. “Harry 
Potter” encouraged 
me to stand up to my 
childhood bullies, 
and to keep an active 
imagination. I fi nd it 
hard to imagine that 
someone would want 
to ban these books 
when they all have 
had such a strong, 
positive effect on me.  

To me it is simple: 
banning or censoring 
books is bad. People 
have the right to ex-
press their opinions, 
regardless of how out-
landish or different 
those opinions might 
be.

I do not believe that 
those banning the  
books are bad people 
whose fi nal goal is to 
regulate everything 
we read. 

In fact, most of the 
book-banners are 
parents concerned 
that their children 
are being exposed to 

adult topics. They are 
only doing what they 
feel is right.

But what is right for 
their child is not nec-
essarily the same for 
another. Would it not 
be easier to just not 
read the book instead 
of going through the 
legal process of get-

ting a book banned?
Banning books is 

about one person’s 
opinion versus an-
other’s, so no one is 
either right or wrong. 

People are allowed 
to have different 
opinions and disa-
gree. If we were not 
we would probably 

live in an emotionless 
world like the one in 
“The Giver” (another 
banned book.)

I think the theme 
for this year’s Banned 
Books Week sums 
it up pretty nicely, 
“Think for yourself 
and let others do the 
same.” 

Diff erent ideas demand recognition

As most of us 
know, the release 
of the fi rst part in 
the two-part fi nale 
of “Harry Potter” 
is approaching on 
Nov. 18 at mid-
night. 

I am still trying 
to convince my 
mom to let me go 
to the midnight 
premiere festivi-
ties because it is 

something a huge 
Harry Potter fan 
like me will not 
want to miss out 
on. 

For many, the 
closure of the Pot-
ter legacy is a sad 
affair. 

Though it was 
depressing when 
the last book in 
the series  was 
released, we still 

had the movies 
to look forward 
to. With the up-
coming release of 
“Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hal-
lows: Part 2” in 
July 2011, Harry’s 
seven book/eight 
movie journey 
ends.

We have grown 
up with Harry. We 
could be known as 
the “Harry Potter 
Generation.” If 
so, it is defi nitely 
something that I 
am proud to be 
part of.

The release of 

“Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hal-
lows: Part 2” will 
be even more de-
pressing because 
then it will truly 
be the end. 

Fans will never 
stop loving the 
now-classic story 
of Mr. Potter.  

The “Harry Pot-
ter” series pos-
sesses something 
that many do not.  
The movies are 
just as good as the 
books. 

In many book 
series made into 
movies, the out-

come is terrible.   
F o r t u n a t e l y , 

when the Potter 
books were made 
into movies, they 
turned out excep-
tional.  Even those 
who haven’t read 
the books can en-
joy the movies.

True Potter 
fans attending the 
midnight show-
ing of the fi lm will 
be decked out in 
their Hogwarts at-
tire. 

If I get to attend, 
I will be wearing 
my Gryffi ndor 
shirt and gold and 

crimson Gryffi n-
dor scarf. 

Others, I know 
from experience, 
will be wearing 
full Hogwarts 
school uniforms, 
lightning bolt 
scars, dementor 
costumes, and 
more.

It may be com-
ing to a sad close, 
but Harry Potter 
will forever re-
main a part of me, 
my childhood, 
and the lives of 
many others of 
the “Harry Potter 
Generation.”

Potter devotee relives magic

Anna Boone

“Anna’s Alley”

Grace Runkel

“Curly-q views”

Paige Thompson

“And all that 
jazz”

Garrett Receveur

“The elephant 
in the room”

”
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        People have 
the right to express 
their opinions, 
regardless of how 
outlandish or 
diff erent those 
opinions might be.

KENNITH BOONE smiles for the camera at an 
old family gathering. Though he is gone now, his 
memory remains, and he will be seen again.
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