
FRIDAY
 May 21, 2010bagpiper

p

pp
fcbagpiper.com6575 Old Vincennes Road, Floyds Knobs, IN  | ffcfcf||

4t h e  f l o y d  c e n t r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l
“95 years is a long time. When you think about that, you think of how many people have come through the doors, generation after generation; how they’ve kept the passion 

over and over to keep our school open. They just had a lot of passion in what they believe in.” 
THERESA DUKE 

Silver Street Elementary Principal

The kids of
Silver
Street
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FIRST GRADER ELIZABETH WARREN plays on the playground equipment during recess. The playground is located across the street from the 
National Cemetery, where local soldiers are buried. Warren had a full veiw of the cemetery from where she was playing on the spiral ladder.
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FIRST GRADER JANASIA RICKETTS enjoys pizza at lunch. The cafeteria workers put fl owers on 
the lunch tables everyday to give it a more home feel.
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KINDERGARTENERS DYLAN WALDEN,  NA-
THAN CROWDER, AND CHLOE MANN read 
in a bathtub full of pillows during class.

School displays vibrant history
Stories and items collected over the years establish Silver Street 
Elementary as a local community landmark with vivid heritage

Since the day its doors  
opened on Sept. 11, 1916, 
Silver Street Elementary 
has become a site for his-
torical signifi cance in 
downtown New Albany.

After 95 years of exis-
tence,  a rich and colorful 
history has been created. 
Retired teacher Susan 
Strauss has taken upon 
herself to unoffi cially re-
cord the stories that Silver 
Street has lived though.  

Strauss was a teacher at 
the school for 33 years, and 
as the de facto keeper, she 
has built up a collection of 
photos and memorabilia 
that have kept alive the 
many stories and events 
that surround the school 
and make it unique.

One item that has stood 
the test of time and stands 
out among the rest is a 
small weathered book with 
the school’s name embla-
zoned on the front. This 
book is a memoir that was 
created in 1919 by the new-
ly formed Silver Street Par-
ent/Teacher Association. 
The book details the time’s 
fresh PTA’s efforts to make 
the school better for the 
kids who attended.

While some items 
Strauss has collected are 
important, even more vital 
are the stories themselves. 
According to Strauss, one 
inspiring story is of the 

1963 basketball team, who 
became county champions 
even though Silver Street 
would not have its own 
gymnasium until 1970. 

An additional memorable 
story is that of former prin-
cipal Clifford Hutchinson, 
who kept bee hives on the 
roof and would serve their 
honey to the kids at lunch. 

Then in 1937, Silver 
Street served as a relief 
center during the great 
New Albany fl ood of that 
year. During this crisis, the 
school became a refuge for 
those in danger and was a 
strategic base for the Red 
Cross. It also became a dis-
tribution center for badly 
needed items such as coal. 

“People actually lived 
in the classrooms because 
it was safe from the fl ood 
lines,” said Strauss.

An even more pulse-
pounding event occurred 
on Friday, March 2, 2007. 
On this day, President 
George W. Bush visited the 
school to commend them 
for their academic success 
and testing scores.

“I’ll never forget to see 
the president with my kids 
and reinforce them,” said 
fi fth-grade teacher Terri 
Sanders. “Nothing matches 
the president of the United 
States and the inspiration 
he can offer.”

On this day Secret Ser-
vice agents corralled, and 
searched most of the school 
as President Bush made a 

swift visit to encourage stu-
dents. Silver Street alum-
nus Jacob Domalewski said 
meeting the president was 
exciting, even with the high 
security.

Next to the school build-
ing, Silver Street houses a 
National Cemetery, which 
gives the children a con-
stant reminder of the his-
tory that surrounds them. 
An alumnus of the class 
of 1950, Larry Leffl er said 
that when he attended Sil-
ver Street, there were tra-
ditional proceedings that 
happened after the death of 
any local soldier.

“Every time they buried 
someone there was a 21- 
gun salute. It’s always been 
in my mind. When I heard 
that, you knew another sol-
dier had died,” said Leffl er.

However, a major aspect 
of Silver Street is the fam-
ily tradition of attending.  
Whole families and even 
multiple generations have 
attended the New Albany 
school.

“We’ve had 
fourth and fi fth gener-
ations attend,” said secre-
tary Barbara Ellis. “I know 
all the kids because I knew 
their parents and their 
grandparents. It’s family; 
that’s just it.”

Silver Street alumnus, 
and secretary for Sil-
ver Street, the late Jean 
Speedy’s children and 
grandchildren attended 
the school. Strauss said if 
Speedy’s great-grandchil-
dren lived here, they too 
would be students at the 
school. Strauss, whose hus-
band and aunt attended 
Silver Street and grandpar-
ents lived across the road, 
had a personal touch of 
the generations during her 
time as a teacher.

“The good part about 
teaching there for so long 
is that you get to know ev-
eryone. I see all my old stu-
dents, and even have their 
kids or grandkids. It is fun 
to watch it come full circle,” 
said Strauss.

Valuable sources for the 
school’s history are alumni 
who were here to watch 
Silver Street develop into 
what it is today. Dorice 
Roberts, who was six years 
old when she started school 
at Silver Street in 1923, is 
one of those sacred alumni.

“I was here so many 
years ago,” Roberts said. 
“And never forgot the many 
good times I had when I 
was here.”

MARY SCRIBNER’S FIRST 
GRADE CLASS OF 1923 poses 
for a portrait. Now 93 years old, 
alumnus Dorice Roberts would 
start at Silver Street in the fall of 
this year under Scriber.

THE GREAT FLOOD OF 1937  of 
the Ohio River overran many Mid-
west riverside towns.  In January, 
Silver Street Elementary became 
a relief center for New Albany 
after escaping the fl ood waters.

ADA GOLDMAN’S THIRD 
GRADE CLASS studies principal 
Cliff ord Hutchinson’s collection 
of honey bees. He was rumored 
to hand out the bees’  honey to 
students throughout the 1950s.

BY SHANE ROERK
Staff  Reporter “I see all my old 

students, and 
even have their 
kids or grand-
kids. It is fun to 
watch it come full 
circle.”
SUSAN STRAUSS
Retired teacher

Second grader Zane 
Hodges stands straight 
with his hand pressed 
tightly over his heart. His 
eyes stare admiringly at 
the American fl ag while he, 
along with all of the other 
students at Silver Street 
Elementary School, say the 
Pledge of Allegiance in the 
gym before school. Once 
fi nished, he smiles widely, 
proud and excited to start 
the day. Full of commit-
ment, he is elated to be a 
Silver Street Star.

The small, integrate 
community of Silver Street 
provides for a close, fam-
ily type atmosphere. The 
generous environment of 
the school is contagious 
and many believe that ev-
ery person in the neighbor-
hood understands what it 
means to be a true family.

“Everyone on staff just 
‘gets it.’ Kids know that 
they are loved and ac-
cepted here. We provide 
a safe, loving, and accept-
ing environment. Teach-
ers give kids hugs and say 
‘I am glad you are here; I 
love you’,” said fi rst-grade 
teacher Michael Losey.

The adults in the com-
munity are not the only 
people who show a caring 

persona to those who sur-
round them. Children also 
feel comfortable and con-
tinue the love cycle.

“A lot of the things that 
the kids say and do are the 
best part. Kids often come 
up and tell you a joke or 
just want a hug. They really 
are great kids,” said cafete-
ria worker Anne Mays.

The school is within 
walking distance of most 
students’ houses, which 
creates a community. Rela-
tives wait everyday to walk 
the children home. PTO 
president Melissa Tindle 
said she can walk their 
dogs to pick up the children 
since they live  so close. 

The close proximity of 
the school has made par-
ents an integral part of it. 
The Silver Street PTO is 
responsible for a number 
of events. One is Silver 
Street’s annual spring fes-
tival. The festival was en-
tirely organized and fund-
ed by the PTO. Now, they 
are planning a special trip 
to Puzzle’s Fun Dome on 
June 2.

There are several in-
stances when the commu-
nity has come together to 
help others. An example 
of this is when fi rst grader 
Chloe Newman passed 
away after a battle with 
cancer. The community 
held what started as a 
small yard sale and overall 
raised $14,000 to help pay 
for the Newman’s medical 
expenses.

“It was the most incred-
ible thing to see everyone 
come together for the fam-
ily and that little girl,” said  
fi fth-grade teacher Tammy 

Persinger.
Because some teachers 

have been at Silver Street 
for many years, they have 
not experienced being any-
where else. One teacher 
who felt an immediate con-
nection to the school was 
third-grade teacher Kerri 
Money. She student-taught 
at Silver Street and fell in 
love with the students and 
the school. She was very 
excited after receiving the 
opportunity to continue  
with an offi cial job there. 

Other then the aura that 
surrounds the school, man-
ners also characterize it. 
Retired teacher Margaret 
Sparks volunteers her time 
at Silver Street helping 
teachers like Money. She 
said students hold the door 
for her whether she knows 
the child or not. Also, stu-
dents are all very apprecia-
tive of her and always say 
“please” and “thank you.” 

Although the school is 
older and may need a few 
renovations, the faculty re-
mains loyal and optimistic 
about the school.

“The atmosphere of the 
school is my favorite part; 
every teacher knows the 
kids. The school may not 
be in the best shape but no 
one complains about it,” 
said Sparks.

The mascot, a star, is a 
symbol to students. It is 
a reminder to strive for a 
leading level of achieve-
ment. The image encour-
ages everyone to be their 
own little “star.”

“We are the Silver Street 
Stars because we are all 
always going to be a star,” 
said Hodges.

Community encircles school

SHANE ROERK 
Staff  Reporter

Neighborhood 
continuously 
provides 
family aura
BY CARMEN HUFF
Features Editor


