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What is special about 
Pine View?

“The staff  is 
absolutely 

wonderful. They 
are a very caring, 
compassionate 

staff .” 
Donna Robinson

Secretary

“It doesn’t 
matter if [the 

kids] have 
been here since 

kindergarten 
or three weeks: 
they are family.”

Craig Dowdell
Fifth-grade teacher

“Small schools 
equate to 

valuable pieces 
of communities. 

Pine View is a 
centerpiece for this 

community.”
Kyle Lanoue

Principal

“We do a lot of 
things together. 

We have Read 180 
together, we do 

activities together, 
and we teach 

together.”
Jeri Carlyle

Fifth-grade teacher

Ruth retires 
aft er 48 years
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FIRST-GRADE TEACHER ELLEN RUTH prepares her students 
for lunch by telling them to wash their hands.

First-grade teacher 
Ellen Ruth will be retir-
ing at the end this school 
year after 30 years of 
teaching at Pine View, 
and 48 years of teaching 
overall.  Though she said 
she is excited to end her 
career, she will be miss-
ing out on a lot.

“I will defi nitely miss 
the kids. I love getting 
to know them and their 
personalities.

 I’ve always loved chil-
dren and I love being 
around children,” said 
Ruth.

She started teaching at 
age 21, just a year after 
graduation. 

“I was  teaching at Ga-
lena when Floyd Central 
was fi rst being built,” she 
said.

After a long career of 
teaching, Ruth said that 
it was just time to retire. 

“After 48 years I think 
I needed time to myself. 
Everything is getting 
more complicated to-
wards computers, and 
I am not very computer 
literate,” said Ruth.

Thirty years of teach-
ing at Pine View has 
given Ruth a chance to 
see what the school is 
all about. She said that 
the school is defi nitely a 
large family.

“They are number one 
for the kids. They really 
take care of their kids 
and their families,” she 
said.

Ruth said she has also 
noticed how children are 
reacting to the school 
closing, and how teach-
ers’ reactions affect kids. 

“It’s not the excite-
ment of going some-
where new, it’s ‘I’m go-
ing to miss Pine View’,” 
said Ruth

Almost fi ve decades 
of teaching has taught 
Ruth something about 
how the children learn.

“Always try to be 
as positive as you can 
be, and when you fi nd 
something they are hav-
ing trouble with, work 
with it as much as you 
can. Do things over and 
over,” she said.

BY JON FERGUSON
Online Director

Teacher intends to retire after 
extensive career at Pine View
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CAFETERIA MONITOR GINNY HODGE , FIFTH-GRADE TEACHER JERI CARLYLE, AND THIRD-GRADE TEACHER DEANNE EICHEN-
BERGER cheer on their students at  a track fi nals meet on Wednesday, May 5. “We have to be here to cheer them on make as much noise 
as possible,” said Carlyle. The parents and staff  support their students in several outlets, from student plays to sporting events.

“I will defi nitely 
miss the kids. 
I love getting 
to know them 
and their 
personalities.”
ELLEN RUTH
First-grade teacher

Elementary  
displays family 
atmosphere

A classic Beethoven 
symphony echoes mellif-
luously through the foyer. 
The melody calms  and 
soothes the students as 
they walk to their class-
rooms. Not many elemen-
taries play music over the 
intercom during the day, 
and this is just one way 
Pine View portrays itself 
as a professional institute 
with a family environ-
ment.

“In this community, 
this school is valuable. It 
is the centerpiece,” said 
principal Kyle Lanoue.

According to Lanoue, 
being located in the cen-
ter of the community has 

made Pine View an ir-
replaceable and unique 
place for the children 
of the community. Even 
the placement of the 
school is special.

“Whether it’s snow-
ing or it’s beautiful, 
the setting is special. 
It’s a special place and 
a special feeling,” said 
Lanoue.

 Though the school 
will be closing at the end 
of the year, he says the 
children will remember 
the school for a long time.

“They’ll miss their 
teachers. I don’t think 
there’s a kid here who will 
say their teacher didn’t 
love them and support 
them,” said Lanoue.

This year was Lanoue’s 
fi rst year as principal of 
Pine View. He said even 
though he was new, the 
kids and faculty accepted 
him with open arms.

Lanoue said a system 
that helps him get close to 
the students is the “Eagle 
Feathers” rewards system. 
Children are rewarded 
with a small “Eagle Feath-

er” for doing things that 
are responsible and re-
spectable.

“I saw a child helping a 
younger child on the bus 
because they were smaller 
and couldn’t reach the 
high step. It’s doing things 
the Pine View way: doing 
their best and respecting 
others,” he said.

Lanoue was also ac-
cepted because of the fam-
ily atmosphere present at 
Pine View. Several staff 
members answered the 
same when asked what 
was special about the 

school.
“I’ve never been more 

comfortable in a working 
environment. It’s like a 
big family,” said second-
grade teacher Ashley Ken-
nedy.

Lanoue said the stu-
dents will miss several 
things in Pine View. The 
school has been the center 
of the community for de-
cades.

“They will miss things 
as simple as the people in 
the front. They are almost 
like mothers to them,” 
said Lanoue.

BY JON FERGUSON
Online director

School’s second mom

F o r 
t h e 
past 10 
y e a r s , 
G i n n y 
Hodge 
h a s 
b e e n 
volun-
teering 
at Pine 

View Elementary, help-
ing with many events that 
are held at the school, like 
plays and carnivals. How-
ever, the past two years 
she has had the oppor-
tunity to be a Pine View 
employee as well, and she 
has loved working for the 
children that attend the 
school. 

“I am all about the kids 
at Pine View. They are 
all so special to me,” she 
said.

Throughout the entire 
school, it is noticeable 
that the kids are the top 
priority, and that Hodge, 
or “Mama” Hodge as the 
kids call her, has one of 
the most important roles 
in the school’s environ-
ment.

“The kids call me 

Mama Hodge because I 
am like a mom to them,” 
she said.

During their lunch, stu-
dents come up to Hodge 
and give her numerous 
amounts of hugs. They all 
tell her they love her just 
as they would tell their 
real mothers.

“This entire school is 
a second home to these 
kids because of it being 
so family oriented. They 
all feel safe here,” said 
Hodge.

Hodge said that the 
school is so much of a 
family, new students of-
ten ask which children 
are actually hers. 

She recalls one day, 
that a student in particu-
lar really tugged on her 
heart. The student told 
her she was like a real 
mom to him because he 
did not see his own mom 
too often.

“It’s because of the kids 
telling me things like that 
that makes me love this 
place even more,” she 
said.

In addition to this one 
young boy, she said  she 
has received many cards 
and letters from children 
during her two years at 

Pine View.
“I have every single one 

in a box at home. The box 
is overfl owing because 
I have so many. I won’t 
throw away any of them 
because they are all spe-
cial to me.”

With so many children 
being so close to her, 
Hodge wants to stay in 
touch with as many of the 
students as she can after 
the school closes.

“I am hoping to get a 
job at one of the schools 
that the students will be 
going to, which are S. El-
len Jones and Green Val-
ley Elementary schools,” 
she said.

Hodge loves her job so 
much that she took a pay 
cut to work with the kids. 
She says they are much 
more important to her 
than money.

“I work on the side too, 
but it’s not a job for me. 
I take off work to come 
here,” she said.

Hodge is asked by the 
kids where she will be 
next year. She always just 
reassures them that she 
will still see them. She is a 
big part of their lives, and 
she says she plans to keep 
it that way.

“I wish I could just stay 
with all of them. I just 
hope that at their new 
schools they are the same 
kids we have taught them 
to be.” 

Our family comes
From many towns:
Our hair is straight,
Our hair is brown,
Our hair is curled,
Our eyes are blue,
Our skins are dif-

ferent
Colors, too.

We’re girls and boys,
We’re big and small

We’re young and 
old,

We’re short and tall.
We’re everything
That we can be
Because we are

A family.

We laugh and cry,
We work and play,
We help each other

Every day.
The world’s a lovely

Place to be
Because we are a 
Pine View family.

‘OUR SCHOOL 
FAMILY’

This poem is displayed 
at the main entrance 
of Pine View. It shows 
the family orientation 
of the school.

BY DEVIN BLOOMFIELD
Staff  reporter

Students search for  motherly 
love, compassion in tender-
hearted Pine View employee

At Pine View we dare to soar like eagles. 
We strive for:

E- Excellence
A- Achievement
G- Generosity
L- Leadership
E- Enthusiasm
S- Success

PINE VIEW 

EAGLES
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This is what is displayed on the “Eagle Feathers” given to students 
for doing deeds that are responsible or respectable.

Ginny Hodge
cafeteria monitor

The Pine View Way
Doing things

DEVIN BLOOMFIELD
Staff  reporter

ERIN VINCE
Staff  reporter

MULTIMEDIA
For more information 
about Ellen Ruth 
and her history as a 
teacher, visit
fcbagpiper.com.
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