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Bridge to Success (BTS) 
is an after-school program 
that focuses on academ-
ics and enrichment clubs. 
Children’s Academy of 
New Albany (CANA) uses 
its program to assist stu-
dents academically.

“Students are invited to 
BTS based on academic 
performance and recom-
mendation from teachers 
and the site coordinator. 
We target the kids that 
are a little too moderately 
behind, but not so behind 
our contact won’t help,” 
said program director 
Vince Klein.

According to gym-
nastics instructor Jenny 
Seymer, BTS is a way for 
students to try new things 
while staying in a con-
trolled environment. 

“We hold clubs until 5 
p.m.; at least the parents 

know their kids are safe,” 
said Seymer.

Every Tuesday and 
Wednesday, students re-
ceive tutoring for general 
subjects for an hour after 
school. After their tutor-
ing, the children select 
two of six clubs to par-
ticipate in. On Tuesdays, 
they choose from Jazzer-
cise, movies, or math and 
science. On Wednesdays, 
the choices are gymnas-
tics, computers or DRUM, 
which is a club that teach-
es music and rhythm by 
playing percussion instru-
ments.

“Students write a fi rst 
and a second choice for 
where they want to be. We 
try to get them the fi rst op-
tion, but it doesn’t always 
work out,” said DRUM in-
structor David Stone. 

The club program has 
been supported by more 
than just the instructors. 
Grants have been given 
to Children’s Academy to 
fund this program.

“They offer the 21st 
Century grant competi-
tively in Indiana. The 
last two grants have been 
for school year tutoring 
program, summer camp, 

parent involvement, and 
YMCA child care,” said 
Klein.

BTS clubs encourage 
students to have fun while 
they learn.  

“We try to spark inter-
est in them and try to 
lead them to the pasture, 
so to speak. I give them a 
worksheet that tells them 
about the movie so they 
can discuss it with their 
parents if they want to. 
I think movie club really 
helps with the academics. 
They learn vocab that they 
may not be used to,” said 
Slaughter.

BTS is supported by the 
community, it has even 
come to be an expecta-
tion among teachers. They 
continue to further stu-
dents as much as they can.

“It’s their [the teach-
ers] hearts for the kids 
that makes them do it. It 
is not an expectation from 
administration, but an 
expectation among them-
selves. We feel our work 
is not fi nished because we 
were making such a differ-
ence,” said principal Terri 
Boutin.

FIRST GRADER WILLIAM JOHNSON pulls a friend under the parachute while playing in their 

Jazzercise Club.  There, they learn a couple routines, run around, and have fun while doing something 

physical. “I want them sweating by the time they leave,” said Jazzercise instructor Janette Slone.
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THIRD GRADERS RONALD JOHNSON, JACOB THOMAS, AND AUSTIN BARRETT pound on the 

tubano drums. Students in DRUM are instructed by music teacher David Stone. “DRUM is actually an 

acronym. It means Discipline, Respect, and Unity through Music. We try to teach students discipline, 

respect, and unity by getting them to show up for school and on club day,” said Stone.  

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTOR 

JENNY SEYMEY assists THIRD 

GRADER MARSCHELE ALEX-

ANDER complete a cartwheel.

SECOND GRADERS KAYONNA VAN CLIFF AND MARKESHA 

WALKER munch on popcorn during their “at the movies” club. 

After tutoring, students come in and watch, discuss, and compare 

movies.

Minds develop
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Academic 
strides made 
by Bridge to 
Success clubs

Additional Reporting by 
Garrett Receveur

School provides support 

Children’s Academy of 
New Albany (CANA) of-
fers several programs to 
students including Study 
Buddies and YMCA.

“The study buddy is a 
role model that helps the 
student with their home-
work. Study Buddies is 
not game time, but they 
do have fun,” said CANA 
secretary Sue Tyra.

The YMCA program 
is offered to students for 
after-school child care 
at CANA until 6 p.m. 
Monday through Fri-
day. Employees’ salaries 
are paid for by the 21st 
Century Learning Center 
grant, which reduces the 
amount parents have to 
pay for child care.

“I like being around 
the kids, hanging out 
and making them smile. 
We lead them in a good 
direction,” said YMCA 
worker Theron Wiggins.

Another program that 
demonstrates the love 

the staff feels for the 
students is CANA Cubs. 
CANA counselor Audrey 
Barrett created this proj-
ect to make sure every 
student in the school re-
ceives a holiday present, 
and though CANA is clos-
ing, she hopes it will start 
at her new workplace.

“I am very passion-
ate about this project. 
I will be a counselor at 
Hazelwood next year. If 
the school has the need 
I would love to spread 
the project to those stu-
dents,” said Barrett.

Barrett has focused 
on teaching kids about 
working hard in life. She 
feels this is a priority.

“I hope that I have in-
stilled in them the abil-
ity to recognize their 
strengths. I want them 
to know they can grow 
up to be anything they 
want with hard work and 
dedication. I have taught 
them that with hard work 
the world can be yours,” 
said Barrett.

The students are not 

the only people that 
receive support from 
CANA. The surrounding 
community has many 
built-in supports, as well.

“Our goal is to remove 
obstacles for students 
attending school on a 
regular basis by linking 
families who have spe-
cifi c needs to commu-
nity resources. We try 
to problem solve around 
any question a parent 
or staff member brings 
about a student,” said 
21st Century Learning 
Center grant director 
Vince Klein.

CANA also offers the 
services of a full time Life 
Springs therapist to its 
students. The therapist 
is at the school about 20 
hours a week and is avail-
able to any student that 
needs her. She can be 
billed through Medicare, 
but must have parental 
permission before talk-
ing with a student.

“There has been a long 
standing relationship 
between NAFC Schools 

and LifeSprings. In the 
case of CANA, we invited 
them to provide a part-
time therapist because of 
the high numbers of chil-
dren and families need-
ing services,” said Klein.

The students that at-
tend CANA have a high 
mobility rate, which 
skews test scores and 
makes it harder for the 
children to learn. They 
are constantly adapting 
to a new environment.

“The kids that have 
been with us are very 
successful. Many kids 
come to us unprepared to 
learn and are not ready 
to be students. Now they 
should be ready to go 
into any school building 
and learn,” said Boutin.
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Ripples through time School’s journey from past to present 

1980 1995 1997 1998 2005 2006

Lillian Emery El-

ementary School was 

constructed.

Lillian Emery labeled as 

area in most need for 

social services.

NBD’s inschool bank 

helps Lillian Emery gain 

more knowledge. 

Lillian Emery is given a 

21st century grant from 

President Clinton. 

Lillian Emery said to reopen 

as an early learning pre-

paratory academy. 

Lillian Emery is renamed 

Children’s Academy of 

New Albany.

Indiana Historical Bu-

reau placed a marker on 

CANA grounds.

Academic assistance shapes student and community successes

For more information 
about other 
programs off ered 
at CANA, visit 
fcbagpiper.com.
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Gilliam given 
the Teacher of 
the Year award

Marcie Gilliam is a fi rst 
grade teacher at Chil-
dren’s Academy of New 
Albany (CANA). She has 

b e e n 
t e a c h -
i n g 
t h e r e 
for four 
y e a r s 
a n d 
w a s 
named 
N e w -
Albany 
F l o y d 

County Teacher of the 
Year in 2009.

“I wanted a career that 
I feel truly made a differ-
ence in the world, a career 
that would be rewarding. 
I’ve often heard it said 
that teaching is the pro-
fession that teaches all 
other professions, so what 
better career choice was 
there?” said Gilliam.

Gilliam encourages her 
students to do their best. 
She is strict but fair, only 
wanting them to experi-
ence success.

“I hold every student 
in my classsroom to high 
standards. I truly believe 
every child can learn. I 
remind my students of 
this daily, and they rise 
to the challenge. I have 
often been told all of my 
students feel successful 
and confi dent, I view this 
is a personal accomplish-
ment,” said Gilliam.

Gilliam maintains close 
relationships with her stu-
dents. Her goal has been 
to make the classroom a 
home for the kids. The 
kids act like a family.

“I also work hard to 
build relationships with 
students and teach them 
the importance of be-
ing kind, respectful, in-
tegrity-fi lled individuals. 
We have weekly family-
meetings where we dis-
cuss the importance of be-
ing a good friend, a good 
student, and a productive 
member of a family and 
society. Our classroom dy-
namic is very harmonious 
and very hard-working,” 
said Gilliam.

Gilliam is delighted that 
she will continue to teach 
fi rst grade at Mount Tabor 
next year.

“Mount Tabor called 
and offered me a position 
teaching fi rst grade. I took 
it immediately because I 
love teaching fi rst grade,” 
said Gilliam.

Gilliam is excited for 
her future. She views 
CANA closing as the be-
ginning of a new chapter 
in life.

“I’m sad to see my 
school-home close and 
this journey come to an 
end. I have been blessed 
and enjoyed my time at 
CANA to the fullest. I 
always look forward to 
a new journey as a new 
challenge. I am excited to 
see what this new future 
holds,” said Gilliam.

Marcie Gilliam
CANA teacher
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