
Many would 
say a 
school that 

has been four stars 
for 10 consecutive 
years is excelling 
beyond expecta-
tions, but take a look 
inside Galena and 
see a small school 
covered with fi nger 
paints and cotton 
ball snowmen. Look 
even closer and see 
something more, 
maybe even some-
thing special. 

“What is special 
about your family? 
The answer to that 
question and the 
answer to what is 
special about Galena 
are the same,” said 
principal Dr. Dwight 
Beall.

Galena is a small 
school with fewer 
faces to recognize; 
everyone knows ev-
eryone. At lunch the 
food service man-
ager Brenda Rich-
mer shouts across 
the cafeteria calling 
each student by their 
fi rst name to keep 
his hands to him-
self. Spend one day 
at Galena and notice 
a teacher say “good 
morning” to every 
student that trots 
past. 

“I’ve been at a lot 
of other schools in 
the corporation and 
there is a feeling 
here of belonging,” 
said physical educa-
tion teacher Eileen 
Richards.

Teachers enjoy the 
experience of watch-
ing the kids mature 
under their care.

“I love work-
ing with the kids. 
The younger ones 
depend upon you, 

but then you get to 
watch them grow up 
into independent in-
dividuals. It is great 
to see that happen,” 
said second-grade 
teacher Julie Con-
nor.

Students also feel 
the sense of a fam-
ily community, espe-
cially with the staff at 
the school.

“We get to do 
activities, go out-
side, and go on fi eld 
trips. Ms. Connor 
lets us do the ‘Con-
nor Store.’ We do 
stuff like clean up 
the shed and then 
we use fake money 
to buy toys at the 
end of every month. 
We laugh a lot with 
the teachers,” said 
second-grader Taryn 
Weddle.

For some kids, Ga-
lena is a family affair 
because of past rela-
tives’ attendance. 
Parents, aunts and 
uncles, and sib-
lings have all passed 
through Galena 
since its opening in 
1962.

“I’ve been here 
since kindergarten, 
so it is extremely 
special to me, espe-
cially since my dad 
and aunt went here,” 
said second-grader 
Chloe Loftus.

A family atmo-
sphere is not the 
only quality people 
might notice at Ga-
lena. Walking down 
the hallway, stu-
dents laugh and play 
but every so often 
Beall is seen  wait-
ing around the cor-
ner to scare kids into 
thinking they are in 
trouble. 

“Dr. Beall will 
hide in the hallways 
and catch a few kids 
walking by and trick 
them into think-
ing they have done 

something wrong. 
Sometimes the kids 
will even admit or 
apologize for some-
thing, but really 
they haven’t done 
anything wrong. It’s 
just Dr. Beall having 
fun,” said instruc-
tional assistant Kris-
ten Kohler. 

Pulling pranks 
and playing jokes is 
a popular past time 
among the staff. It 
is their little way of 
making work fun 
and building staff re-
lations. Be cautious 
when opening doors 
at Galena. Custodi-
an David Banet en-
joys hiding startling 
items in the cabinets 
to get a laugh.

 “Mr. Banet some-
times hides fake 
rats in drawers or 
the air conditioners 
and when someone 
sees them, he gets a 
good kick out of it,” 
said counselor Rene 
Strause.

For fi fth-grade 
teacher Steven 
Smith, who has been 
at Galena for 39 
years, pulling pranks 
is not only a past 
time, but a tradition. 

“When a staff 
member turns 50 
years old we bring 
in a wheelchair as 
a joke. You have to 
make teaching fun 
and you’ve got to 
sing on Fridays,” 
said Smith. 

Singing is yet an-
other familiar cus-
tom at Galena. Stu-
dents look forward 
to Smith’s Friday 
song and in the caf-
eteria, Banet can be 
heard whistling and 
singing a different 
tune every day while 
he mops the fl oors. 

“Mr. Banet is al-
ways singing. No 
matter what is going 
on he has a song for 
it,” said Kohler.

The students have 
their fair share of fun 
as well, including 

fi eld day a whole day 
dedicated to games 
for the kids to play.

“We have fi eld day 
at the end of every 
year with  a bunch 
of games, and the 
mock state fair when 
we get to dress up 
as old time people 
and have a fake fam-
ily and play games,” 
said third-grader 
Sonny Murphy.

Galena is not 
all about fun and 
games. The students 
and staff work hard 
together to achieve 
their purpose, which 
is giving the kids a 
great experience.

“We all have one 
common goal – these 
kids,” said Richmer.

Richards said the 
students really be-
lieve in themselves 
and they all aspire 
to meet success with 
the help of the staff. 
To her, this is what 
makes the school 
special.

“The students, the 
staff, and the parents 
come together to 
give the kids the best 
experience possible,” 
said Connor.

So, take a look 
inside Galena, hear 
students’ laughter 
and the custodian’s 
song.  Notice that 
to the staff, parents, 
and students it is a 
special place. Wit-
ness a family.
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After the recent decision to close four elementary schools, the Bagpiper staff  decided to 
tell some of the stories of the incredible individuals in each of these schools. 
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SECOND GRADERS LOGAN IVEY AND DANIEL CRISTIANI play football at 
recess. “I like to play football. I play every day, just because it’s fun,” said Ivey.

Th e  path of 
a principal
Principal Dr. Dwight 
Beall refl ects on years

Principal Dr. Dwight Beall smiles and 
laughs as he recalls memories of his time 
at Galena. Beall has been the principal 
of Galena Elementary for 16 years and 
taught his fi rst class 
there in 1972.

Beall said his very 
fi rst job was mowing 
the grass at his house, 
but with a giggle went 
on to say that his fi rst 
paying job was mow-
ing the grass at the 
neighbor’s house. 

After graduating 
college and obtaining 
his PhD, Beall moved to Galena to start 
his career as a teacher there, and then 
soon became principal.

“I’ve never worked for a principal as 
great as Dr. Beall,” said kindergarten 
teacher Amy Shanks. “He doesn’t pres-
sure us to be great teachers, he just lets 
us teach.”

Once the school is closed, Beall will 
move to Highland Hills Middle school 
and work as an assistant principal. He 
will also be the school’s athletic director. 
Beall said there are no words to describe 
how much he will miss Galena, but over 
the years he has collected many memo-
ries he will never forget. 

“Many students, parents and staff 
members have sent me letters, notes and 
thank-you cards over the years. I keep 
all of them in several large boxes at my 
home for safe keeping,” he said. 

Beall said one day down the road he 
will open up the box and relive his won-
derful memories he has collected.

“Each thing in those boxes has a mem-
ory and a story that goes along with it” 
said Beall.boxes has a memory and a 
story that goes along with it” said Beall.

Custodian 
leaves home
Custodian David Banet 
impacts Galena family

PRINCIPAL DR. DWIGHT 
BEALL assists students with  
the morning announcements.

FOURTH GRADER LOGAN 
MCNEELEY searches for a 
book while in the library.

What makes 
Galena 
special?

“The teachers are 
all really nice and 

helpful,”
Sarah Lundy

Second grader

“All the of the kids 
really believe in 

themselves,”
Eileen Richards

Physical Education 
teacher

“All of the people 
here really come 

together as a team 
and work as a 

family,”
Debbie Ogden

Second-grade teacher

Witness a family
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Staff  and students share 
their fondest memories

“I’ve been at 
a lot of other 
schools in the 
corporation, 
and there 
is a feeling 
here of 
belonging,” 
Eileen Richards
Physical Education 
teacher

David Banet
Custodian

Custodian David Banet sits in the sur-
roundings that have been familiar to him. 
He has worked as a custodian at Galena 
for 36 years.

After graduating FC in ’74, Banet be-
gan working at Galena.

“I worked at Floyd Central for a while 
during high school as a 
monitor and teacher’s 
aide, and then moved 
down to Galena,” he 
said. 

Banet said he enjoys 
coming to work every 
day because the en-
vironment makes the 
school a special place.

“I love my job be-
cause I love the school 
and the people that make up the school. 
Everyone cares about each other and is 
concerned. It’s a family atmosphere,” he 
said.

Principal Dr. Dwight Beall said Banet 
is a vital part of the staff.

“It is the good people like David Banet 
that make up our staff,” said Beall.

School clerk Amy Kincaid said he 
makes sure everyone has a wonderful 
place in which to work. 

“He’s a wonderful person who goes 
above and beyond every day,” she said.

Hamilton recalled a story about a 
rabbit breaking loose from its cage and 
Banet attempting to corral the animal.

“In Ms. Moss’s room, the bunny, Mr. 
Floppy, got out and he was running 
around. David, built this corridor out of 
boxes, for the bunny to follow back into 
the cage,” Hamilton said, laughing.

“He also loves to scare. He’ll get into 
the closet with the mops and jump out 
and scare us. He’s a great guy.”

Banet does not know where his career 
goes from here, “After being here 36 
years it’s almost like home because I’m 
here more than I’m at home and it’s the 
only work place I’ve been in. I can’t imag-
ine working anywhere else.”

Dr. Dwight Beall
Galena principal

MULTIMEDIA

For fi fth-grade teacher 
Steven Smith’s 
story at Galena and 
more photos go to 
fcbagpiper.com. 
Also, we encourage 
you to share your 
favorite memories of 
the schools on the 
Bagpiper’s Facebook. 

A glimpse of

atatLife “The building houses us, but the school is the 
people involved. It is all about the people and 

the relationships you have with 
them, and we are a family.” 

DR. DWIGHT BEALL
Principal

Additional Reporting by 
Gwen Galeza and 

Shelby Stephens

THIRD GRADERS AIDAN MINZENBERGER, HUNTER HOKE, 
BRANDON NEAGLE, AND IZABELLE BAKER enjoy their reccess 
break on the playground with various activities.


